
 

 

CHAPTER II  

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  

 

 This chapter discusses about theoretical framework that is related to the 

study. This chapter will discuss the previous study, semantics, semantic field, 

hyponym and antonym.  

 

2.1 Previous Study  

 The study of semantic fields has been discussed also by several students 

of English department. The writer found three works that are discussed about 

semantic fields. First, the work from Andy Pradipta entitled A Semantic Field 

Analysis of Adjectives and Nouns of Luxury Used in Automotive Product 

Advertisement (2016). This work uses an advertisement from automotive 

product. It scopes the adjective and nouns of luxury to be analyse. The result of 

the study is there are 35 adjectives and 16 nouns that are related with the 

keyword of luxury. It is divided into four groups that are antonym, synonym, 

hyponym, and collocation. Second, the work from Fauzan Dzulfikar Rahman 

entitled A Semantic Fields analysis of “Verbs of Survival” Found in Suzanne 

Collins’s The Hunger Game (2014). This work uses a novel as the object of the 

study. The scope of this study is only the verbs that are related to survival. The 

result is there are 77 verbs related to the word of survival. The data is classified 

into four groups there are antonym, synonym, hyponym, and collocation. Last, 

the work from Vinessa Ravinda entitled A Semantic Field Analysis of 

“Adjectives of Health” Used in Cosmetic Product Advertisement (2014). This 

work uses the cosmetic advertisement product as the object of the study. The 

scope of the study is adjectives that are related with health terms. The result is 

there are 55 adjectives related to the health word. It classified into four groups 

that are antonym, synonym, hyponym, and collocation. 

 

 

2.2 Semantics 

 According to Yule (2010: 112-113), semantics is the study of the 

meaning of words, phrases, and sentences. The focus is on what the words 

conventionally mean, rather than on what an individual speaker might want to 

mean on a particular occasion.  Doing semantic is attempting to spell out what it 

is we all know when we behave as if we share knowledge of the meaning of 

words, phrases, and sentences in a language.  



 

 

 While semantics is the study of meaning in language, there is more 

interest in certain aspects of meaning that in others. They have already ruled out 

special meanings that one individual might attach to words. They can go further 

and make a broad distinction between conceptual meaning and associative 

meaning. Conceptual meaning covers those basic, essential components of 

meaning that are conveyed by the literal use of a word. It is the type of meaning 

that dictionaries are designed to describe. Some of the basic components of a 

word like needle in English might include “thin, sharp, steel instrument.” These 

components would be part of the conceptual meaning of needle. However, 

different people might have different associations or connotations attached to a 

word like needle. They might associate it with “pain,” or illness,” or “blood,” or 

“drugs,” or “thread,” or “knitting,” or “hard to find” (especially in a haystack), 

and these associations are not treated as part of the word‟s conceptual meaning.  

 In a similar way, some people may associate the expression low-calorie, 

when used to describe a product, with “healthy,” but this is not part of the basic 

conceptual meaning of the expression (i.e. “producing a small amount of heat 

energy”). Poets, song-writers, novelists, literary critics, advertisers and lovers 

may all be interested in how words can evoke certain aspects of associative 

meaning, but in linguistic semantics they are more concerned with trying to 

analyze conceptual meaning. 

 

 

2.3 Semantics Field  

Semantic Fields or Lexical Fields can be defined as a lexeme by telling 

what „set‟ it belongs to and how it differs from another members of the same set. 

Some obvious sets of this sort are sports (tennis, badminton, golf, soccer, 

basketball...), creative writings (poem, novel, short story, biography, essay...), 

colours (red, blue, black, green, yellow...) (Kreidler, 1998: 87). The term of 

semantic fields is defined as patterns of association that exist between lexical 

items in a language such as hyponym and antonym are used in this field 

(Kreidler, 1996:87). Each relation type will be discussed in separate subsections 

below.  

 

2.3.1 Hyponymy  

 When the meaning of one form is included in the meaning of another, 

the relationship is described as hyponymy. Examples are the pairs: animal/dog, 

dog/poodle, vegetable/carrot, flower/rose, tree/banyan. The concepts of 



 

 

“inclusion” involved in this relationship is the idea that if an object is a rose. Or, 

rose is a hyponym of flower (Yule, 2010: 118). The general lexical item is called 

superordinate. The superordinate is a general word in a certain semantic field, 

and all the hyponym of the upper term consist of a semantic field.  

 

2.3.2 Antonym  

 Two sentences that differ in polarity like these are mutually 

contradictory. If one is true, the other must be false. Two sentences that have the 

same subject and have predicates which are antonyms are also mutually 

contradictory (Kreidler, 1996: 100). For example, love >< hate, honest >< 

dishonest, good >< bad, etc.  

 Antonyms are usually divided into two main types, “gradable” 

(opposites along a scale) and “non-gradable” (direct opposites). Gradable 

antonyms, such as thee pair big/small, can be used in comparative constructions 

like I’m bigger than you and A pony is smaller than a horse. Also, the negative 

of one member of a gradable pair does not necessarily imply the other. For 

example, the sentence My car isn’t odd, does not necessarily mean My car is 

new.  

 Non-gradable antonyms (also called “complementary pairs”), 

comparative constructions are not normally used. We do not typically describe 

someone as deader or more dead than another. Also, the negative of one 

member of a non-gradable does imply the other member. That is, My 

grandparents aren’t alive does indeed mean My grandparents are dead. Other 

non-gradable antonyms in the earlier list are the pairs: male/female, 

married/single, and true/false.  

 

 

2.4 Feminism  

 According to the Webster‟s Universal Dictionary and Thesaurus, 

feminism is a noun defined as the movement to win political economic and 

social equality for women. Feminism has several types, but the focus on this 

study is the liberal feminism. Liberal feminism is emphasise equal individual 

rights and liberties for women and men and downplaying sexual differences. 

Liberal feminism is the most widely accepted social and political philosophy 

among feminists. Liberal feminists defend the equal rationality of the sexes and 

emphasize the importance of structuring social, familial, and sexual roles in 

ways that promote women's autonomous self-fulfilment. They emphasize the 



 

 

similarities between men and women rather than the average differences 

between them, attribute most of the personality and character differences 

between the sexes to the social construction of gender, and tend to promote a 

single set of androgynous virtues for both women and men. While rejecting 

strong claims of sexual difference that might underwrite different and potentially 

hierarchical rights and social roles, liberal feminists otherwise avoid the 

promotion of particular conceptions of the good life for either men or women, 

instead defending a broad sphere of neutrality and privacy within which 

individuals may pursue forms of life most congenial to them. While liberal 

feminists acknowledge that some choices made by women are questionable 

because conditioned by sexist social practices, they also tend to avoid 

maternalism and any second-guessing of those choices made without coercion, 

or threats. Fully informed and mentally competent adult women are assumed to 

be the final judges,of their own best interests. Thus liberal feminists tend to 

resist legislative intervention that would gainsay the judgment of women.  

 With regard to sexuality, liberal feminism maintains the tradition of 

liberalism, valuing personal privacy and autonomy in ways that appear, to some, 

to conflict with the goal of eradicating sexist norms. For example, liberal 

feminists tend to adopt a libertarian or public health approach regarding 

commercial sexual activity. Thus many liberal feminists reject calls to 

criminalize or even condemn prostitution and pornography when those who 

participate in their manufacture and consumption do so without coercion. They 

defend this position by citing privacy but also by invoking the inherent value of 

autonomous choice. Liberal feminists defend the liberty to decide on one's 

sexual orientation, partners, and practices as beyond the reach of law (Ruth, 

2010: 333-334). 

 

 

 


