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ABSTRACT

Patnarchal structures have long confined women to subordinate roles, and litcranure
offcrs a space to examinc such structures and women's responses to them. This study
uscs feminist litcrary coticism. guided by Simonc de Bcauvoirs feminist
existentialism framework to examinc Hannah Martin's position as a woman and how
her cholces across two parallel life paths reflect her movement within that position. in
Tavlor Jenkins Reid's Maybe in Another Life (2015). a narrative built around a singlc
choice that divides Hannah's life into two trajectonies. The rescarch addresses two
questions, the conditions shaping Hannah's position as a woman, and how her choices
reflect her movement within that position. The study applies four concepts from
Beauvoir's framework. woman as the Other, freedom and choice, transcendence and
immancnce, and the social construction of femmine identity. The mecthod is
descriptive qualitative, with the novel as the pnmary data source and the researcher
as the main instrument for collecting and interpreting narrations, dialogues, and
character actions. The results show that before the novel's split, Hannah exasts within
conditions that posttion her as the Other, including relational dependence, ecconomic
instability. and surrendering decisions to fate. Across both paths, Hannah moves
toward sclf-direction and the claimmg of her own subjecthood, though ncither path
concludes with complete freedom. The study reveals that confinement deepens when
relational dependence is reinforced by cconomic instability and belief in fate, while
transcendence remains an ongoing process, contributing to undcerstanding how fiction
represents women's positions as situated and continuously negotiated.

Keywords: I'emale Agency, Feminist Existentialism, Immanance, Transcendence
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