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Mugical Hialism in Garoth Erewn’s The Book of Deer
“Wulia Eki MMulni

ABSTRACT

Thas 51%&%5 tae presence of magezal realian cleena m Gaelh Heowa's Tie Fewd of
{3onrs. The ohijective of thes study iS85 analyze the use of magscal resdism by idennfrme Ehe fve
primmary Frmiures of m gl nealism o ithin ghe novel = plol, chamsters, and satiing In smswermg
the problem of the siatement. das study uses new onticism Eerary opproach. and Wendy B. Fons'
theory ol magieal realisme Ths study uses deseriplive qpmlristive a3 the research design, fonasing
o texmial nnabyses by interpreting specifee guotstions, The novel, Wi Sook of Doy by Cisregh
Brown aerves a2 the dain s for this sudy, The resull shows that all five vlosnts of magic
readmam can be found in the sovd, The moabecible dlermni can be Tiond theoaglann e sy wigh
the exisence of nugical books, primandy the HBook of Doors and e Book af Shakms. The
phenmmenal woeld 15 proves with Tow TomiBar o seftivgs asd the activiy in the siory thin
resermbles the resd woeld, for scamyle, the secizl gap hetweon Cassie sod her empliover. Linseitling
chorobt apponrs pa chamcters and readers guestion the bowmsdone between reality and magic. Merging
reslm i shoawn chrough the mmural coexisence ofibe ordinary world o the shadow neabm. Listly,
C are able 1o roamn sones lime aed space using the ability of the Book of Doors, reflecing
ihe s il =gy, lens. and Space

eywmrds: ievdite, mmepion’ bood, wapion! maiiom, aespesstuiliiy

PYT RO TIN '3

Mag ke readism or maghcal reafism is o liberary penre dsal combines elemoss off and
pealmy Quobisg Prsn Bahesu e al, (2034109, Koasdinovid (2019350 clinms thin eragiesl
realsm refers e tppe of shon sty in which the view of & mun 8= 8 mystery surroandsil by
realistic data dommaite. Magic, ax cited from the hook Sagdco A Fery Shaet Taodlworon (200 2:2),
origmates fimm the Greek tom e, which inially refes o the ceremonles and rimets
conilncved by a smegar.

In liverareny. parmcuardy withs the maogic geone, this conoepl mamifest: Dhiaph
exaplecation of Emiastical elements. Characiers oflen engape in miuals thad b the digincion
bepeeieen reality wnd the supematural, reflaclicg emaey s micnes wih the myeiscal amd tha
urlmown. (O the ather hend, realisms Js @ lieerary devies used o panray seal-life ssustions.
Foizalmrm drvalves uliladng the o enaleria® of B W creg 8wk oe T ceadir by présenting o
marriive in o way thui resemsbiss resl world esperisnees. The smiemen sligns with Meghulem's
wheas, where she menions that ome of the exsenbal chamciensties of realism m Bieraiure s s
foois on represenipy Bi in om aocirsss meanne | 23021 1)

Following byrs' iheary of magical realism, the comcept is characierized by five mon
elements inchsding imeducible element. phenoanenal warkd, ussstding doubt, menging realms. and




the disruptiim ol e, spocg, md sl Such R cam b fand o masy Tilioary works
confaining magwnl rexlism sead cerve 56 & use s Tramewonk For enalyzing Gareth Bonwin's The
Heecly nf Do,

The monel teils abour the paemey of o soman mmsed Cissee, wiia has bees given o
rmystemoies bool by her friend, Mr. Webber. The book kas the zhifity o open o varoos location as
the user wishes, Thes ook nor only stnaduces e protagoniss o saegical capenences bt el
challenges her andersianding of what is real ond what is not. The combination of magic ord realsy
alloreie the slory w0 explore imporani themes like idestity and personal proath. As Cassie leama
w0 mavigate her new ahilities, S5 alsn leams more obout herself and her place in the workd.

The magical slements m the slory serve a3 a way for Cossse o confront ber feass and
discorver her sirengila, This aligns weth the dea presented by Herrern (200456, who stines that
magical realiam offen wsed e s means [or chancies o explors i inper Ivee and confroed
agial svues a5 exemplificd w Misquer and ARaade’s liermn works In Cassic’s case,. ber
piumey of imemcting wih magiced ohjeos threaghout the nosel rellects ber struggle with s4i-
agepars ainl arpweriney

Therefors, using Faria' ikea of magionl realesn, this study discusses the application of
ﬂupi-.' mfism in Caroth Brosn’s The Bood @ faory by idontifying the five elements inchding
imeducible clement, phenomenal waorkd, weemling doubr. merging reaim, and dsmapios of space.
time, and identity. This snidy aims o deopon e understanding how megacal realism works. in da
el ulimeesdy revenling s potemial o maich e Mewaty doepgh within msemn e
RELATED LITERATURE
Mugical Realiam

Mbagecad mealisen did not inically emerge By Blernuee, it ithey Tenimggysusl :nﬂ::%:
perm of magical realism waos firsl introdoced by Frenz Bof. o Genman i Cngic To Tefér oo 2 new
it anl s s pesstad el it | Bowes, 22| This comeepl heoomes popustar in litsrararn:,
especmlly duning the “Boam” era of the 19505 and 194ds, and 35 frequesithy associaied b Latin
Americin ik - To dofes magical roslism m a liwmne work, Fade supgesiod Gve primary
chamicterisies of magical pealism namely imeducible clement phesomesal workd, unsstiling
cooiet. monRing realme and disnuption of time, space, and identsty.

Trewdu Eleminit

reduchbe gloment, acoonling o Faris (2004 7 is sometbing thal cannot be esplainod
agerding e the natues] oder of the universs, Magic weilizm canml be mbgmnBaed or eiplained
away as it smply exists ms pard of the narmative ™ world wighool pestficatson. Fans uses B ionm
rredueible woemphasize thst magiclepsects in wapic reilsm del’y ceveniseal lepme o seenlific
ursdersimading. In & masgical readist et characiors ppoecally die not quesiios o resct 1o the sirnge
eepimmrnes an [ ey dre imnsal Instcal, they mreal them s part of their reabity
Plenonsenal World

Phinorenal W o mogk realism s the clemot dat disiiepeishes migpic meallism wigh
famlzsy. As cited froem oy Encfanimesty Mingteo! Seeding el Beweadfivetion of Nurad v,
Faris {2004 14) explaims thie inlike fanlasy. which ofim takes place in emircly imaginery workls




with complion and atherwordly somings, mignal reslEm i vived, sealistic doils W@ ereake o
wirld that closely rescmbles dse real wadd. Hy peesentiog dse sealsqtic detaily, mmise pealisem
arginis a sinong sl of Ginilisdvy which arceiise e impact ol the miagical demwniz. In g
the pliesemenal soeld in magdoal reaisms sllows the maders o oonnect deeply with the sory’'s
zetring and charscters
Limseitling Doaht

This elemem of magic realism exiss hecause of the hesitotion from the reader as thay
decile whether an evenl or gdeawni should be seen o8 ordimry {oealisdich o extmondesiry
(magicalp According 1o F ens, Resitation may obsoure the areducible dlement, which consequenidy
iz mol always 0 wEily perceived w0 snch [Fuares, 2008: 1 7). Faris also explame that qucsingsend
Beliel pliss o central pam o Bere, which clarslics the reason of this Tregeent hesitmbisn sated
the implat clash of culfunl svsiom within Ihe sory. This encerisinty i3 rmporiant 0 ragi

realmm, w0 ergnie o ke ison hetween heliclaml sepisciom. Ruther dan providing clir
planetsoms for the magionl pocurmences, the namasve koves the renders open W micmpeetason,
Realms
The fourh clement of megc gaglian & the expericwe of o workds being closely
imortwined o neary morging. Faris ihi genl malist vision psoonisting ol tho

imersecion of two realms, pepresented metaphoncally os o le-sached o that redlecis both
directioms {Fariz, JHM-21-121 This imagery iflisimtes how magical realism aliows for the
costisiencs af different redie, gpeclically, the onlieary of evenday Bl and the
extracalinary realm of magic or the supemitural. For t:lumrﬂn‘g;,mim o Tgames il

it i ctheread, fihsin thie relloctive space bepween Hiz and deith
ml of Thme. Space. amd |deniity

The Bisl elavent |8 coowcral anid s the resals of merpiog reabms, whn'gmm
disnapgion af the received e shoul (e, space, ond idendiy. As writien Cadinury
Favtunimmte Wapicel il Remipdiffcondion of Naerative, Faria siles Thal an cxlesn:
pramther o magicdd realist » delineate nesr-sacred o ritual enclosomes, but these saored
saves eak their magical mrmitie waters pver the nest of the texts and the worlds tey describe,
just & dhat exerior reality mlluences them (2008:24). The e “leaking” deserbed in oo
sigtewmeni implics thai the magical gmlities of these spaces extend beyond ther boundanies,
inlencing The onlie torretve snd alloaing eagicsl gvess @0oafecn thy sl woreld within th
SOy
METHODBLBEY

Thes ety s nitninsie appreach, wew erltician as the iy appeoach, Cied froen
ritical Thoory Tdoy, Tyson claims that the oomcep of new enicsm 5 focuseg olosey an the
octual wonds, strueture, and Fore of the et sl (2H0:135), The stesement sghpests that oos of
the macst valuahle ieas from new criticism is the practice of wing chear, deimled csnmples froem
the oot sl whem analya imterpreting Biorainne.

Thz sty applics iplive qualilgive wethod & the research design. Pescnptive
gulitative method is 8 neswarch meihod focased on providing a demiled und esianding of




phenngma tieough toa-nomersl G, sch s wonk, HvaAlEE, OF (apenencie. Saedlecki
(220kE] soates dhat descenpiive studss o sosenrch mim B describes peopls, events, O
cirquershies s by observing 1hom in their sanied satings with e ressarchor mseed v discussag the
dainar varabde witsour ehimgeng o eroanijpuloiiog, g of thes. The dara souree for thes sludy 12 9
ceovel emithed Fite Sood of Doaes by Gareth Brown that wes frst published m 2024, The dan are
cellecial by resdding the datz seuree, applying nmpieal realism adentfy the da, and ckassaty the
dain hased oo the problem sniemend. The dota then anafvzed by interpeeting dvem before making
cong lusion for the waleas,

TRCLSEIS
Trreducibie Element

O page 2o Cacsse aned her commmalis expemiciies s phesarenen fin he T s
as the book whe wis given by Mir Webber stars emicting o sorange Mght. The ghiwimg, rainbow-
colored aurn amound the book presenes as magioad cvent thad jest hoppomoed without omy explansion
The ghw s deseribed in comcrere, sesory desil: io moves with the book, s colortal, @d n
beherves in a physically obsemable wap. Cnesie's rooormates, By, even reacis to m by exclaiming,
e plonde . reinforeing (s presence a5 something renl within the namsive. Lajer on page 17,
o seane shows & mament in which Cessic observes the ghomang ouma surreunding the megical book
dissipate. The Book of Dogrs avin Jooks moee mil end ordsminy az i Joses it glow aller beang
weed. The afier effect of the Hook of Doors meking it looks like s resBighe objece, phoee for
ixadmpli that diad of g wm of,

Another msgenlabjocr it serves e ireducille clement s the exstence of de of her book,
Book of Shadows, thal can be s on pags 37 wWhre the nier st T introducad 3 sepparting
charcter, Dnmmand, whe posseeses the Book of Shidoss asd use 6 o vonish witliin the
shadows. There is no attempt to cxplain bow or why the book ollows this tarsformation 1o kappon:
rhatead, i (s reated as o familr toal thae the character, Deutsnosd, o wsed or yesrs. This,
mnzkieg him able io do magical action sach 15 dizappeaning inte stadows after he tears the page of
Book of Shodows. s explmnod by Fares, oreducible elommes arg thoae aspects of magical realism
that cimnot be logically cuplained or reduced inio metapbor, halluomaton, or symbols meanng,
In thes case, the bock s poover & miol Bpunstive, tnstead 1§ bas 2 dircct phoscal offiact thaet allows iis
st b eimmah oo shadoaa, Frim s e * Do daid peorsee sri it o iog il ol ihia
way aver fie veaea, il s impled that he his been vsed 80 the book ood it ahility, whch Fariber
peirmmmlize the meapicel sapan and makang 1 an amgesstoned clemant of Tis daily 1k,
Fhenonsenal Workd

The nire] imenlions g speeilie, real-1fe Reotion sich & the aponeeent where Casse and

lazy Hived. Lovwer Manhetten. The place i not fictinns] ar vagoe, i is an scual neighbourbood in
Mew Yook Cioe tha the author or seaders mug ave visitgal, lived oy or sgen in omedm, The
descriprin af e spartmem: small, odily shoped due o the landlond's  subdivisons,
umcomdnmable in both sammer snd winler furthor sirengrhon that s s mot 2 remaniicized yerson
of city lnving boe o tha reflects the gritty, procacol readity ofcening o o densely populaied areo
such us Manhattan,




The reference oF the Second Workl War also mmmedistdy 363 1Be nafrativé m o
recngnired ied profovesdly impactis hstoncal perod, The Seccesd Waorld Wer woas an o tme of
irmmered glotsd nenteil, soeriey, ml the salvpuanding of veloable pa3i:, This historicdl mhor
pnakes the ssbeequent actoes of the Fox Lebmry seem pliusdsle withs the coment of a real-warlkd
crisis. The decizinn of the |shmery activilies end possesdons 40 be hidden and keep out of sight due
e e war o coigadetely rapanal and realistic cespanes oo o tioee of condlicn and potencial danger,
Umnsettling Dushe

Dn poge 20, tkere = 0 scene where Cossie st discoversd the sbelity of the book, She
obwenves rain on her sicm and o brecee from what is rovealed so be o completely different ploze, o
ety i another couniry thal semehow visible through her apariment s dooc Her misod rection of
awes mid disheliel peflects & mamd troeg 10 process o mapically sapossible evadt §retininness
agess jo s distant place]) with her endersianding, She feols the min, she ses the other city, and vel
the S e of bow sach o Thing coukd be happeming & ool given, The s when Cassse (8 v 10
comprebeml what is really hapgening ot the momest cuphmes e lingenng ancenainty. Insiead of
veapomling with leir of ol aceptaice, Cisie s odevan mio @ siee of deop thougla s she
aempes W process the undemilisr things hoppencd rghn hefore her sves
Merging Benlmy

Adber reumiting with leey, whio she thought were abrealy desd, Cassse deseribes the Boak
of [oors thit allews hoe nol anly to mnel physically, bui o escpe emotiorally. Her saiemor
wdiere shee clasny that she wanie oo opes the dime w0 anifimmess reflegs Tee siane of grier,
rrmibmezs, anel ks Thee idea thin she camopen i literal dooreo a place thet mimrers her montal and
el sxpenencs hlurs the line betocen the externgl reality gl imemal cmse, I the sl
world, =oemeome cen feel I they are nowhere when griovimg. bul in chis sore, ten foeling
erumnd Tt ma et place she can g by usieg the povegr of Boek ol Thives
Disrmprinn of Teme, Space, and Ides ity

O page 112, Cassaevess the Bosok of Do toenter Fos Lsbrary, which Beas been hidden
im the stbadoow renlin by Doommand ising g Hiook of Shadows The reslns disesn’t Bllow the
ool mules of space as i is described as sl gray, nd every movement cremles ripples Dike
wiler The et thar the Fox Library, a plice tha s supposed o be in the real world, has bheen
transtommed inio a non-physcal sevironmeni makes this a ssong example of gatal denaption
T ie o placad cetzide o ordingry readm amd 33 only sisclerhlo By megic, Digrmition of tiem
abeo exist m the shadow realm, & Drmmmoend expdains i page 124 that time warks & ferently in
the sbadiw mralin I bbb thal while thise ard inade the reslis ol the dRadows, time sther
passed faster, shvwer, or in o moe- e Wiy compared 10 e resl ward
CONCLUSHN

Alter conducting dee snalysis on Giareth Browe's 7 Sl af Dy, 10 in be coneluded
él the novel exhibit= all five key features of magic reatism. These include the presence of
imreducible demans, phenomenal warkd, usending doab, realin, and the dErupicn of
time, space, ond identity With all these clemenis present, mivel cam be chssified a5 n
repesertanian of maglesd reslism.




Thi firs charsclerstic of mugic reatisng, the mredocibie clemenl, appeies thrsugdoul The
Fereak o Doy theough mageenl obsects like the Book of Do od the Book of Seadows, The
Book of Deors dmablis Cazsie w0 wkiport isfanty by opsning nearby Joor. Tha phéniodsin]
world s groended woreal locstionm sich & Mew Yook Clty, Uhale's Astafagasm, and the Seatish
Highlands with vivid details of daily life addsng realisn. Unseqbmg doubt erises from Cassie's
anital debelotand geowing confiaion, meroring the eeades s uncemammty, The merging of eealing
is eviderd as magical doors codlapse boundanes beraeen distam or memphysical spaces, such o
thar amrmerg lesding b0 dhunice. Emotemal  stoivs also shape physical realify, hke e
“nothinsreas” realme Lasily, disruption of Gmoe, space. and ddeotity is soen in Cossie's time
travel, particulmly when she megks hor gramsd father ond bozomes the cause of recsiviog the Book
of Doors hemell
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