
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

In the name of Allah SWT, the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent. All praise 

and gratitude to Allah SWT for all the grace, blessings, health, and strength so that the 

researcher can finish this thesis with the title “THE ACQUISITION OF 

PREPOSITION IN DESCRIPTIVE TEXTS WRITTEN BY INDONESIAN EFL 

LEARNERS” This is presented in a partial fulfillment of the requirements for 

completing the Sarjana in Department of English Literature from Faculty of Cultural 

Science at the University of 17 August 1945 Surabaya. 

Sincerity, the author expresses his deepest gratitude to Dr. Pariyanto, M.Ed, 

as the Head of the English Literature Study Program as well as the extraordinary thesis 

supervisor. Thank you for the guidance, patience, and direction that have been given 

throughout the research and writing process of this thesis. Every input and support 

given has become a valuable provision in completing this work as well as possible, 

and Mr. Mateus Rudi Supsiadji, S.S., M.Pd, as the Dean of the Faculty of Cultural 

Sciences, for their support and dedication in assisting students to complete their 

education well. The author also expresses his deepest gratitude to all lecturers in the 

English Literature Study Program, who have shared their knowledge, experience, and 

enthusiasm for learning from the beginning of college to the end. Thank you for 

opening my horizons and shaping my way of thinking about language and literature. 

For myself, Mega Abdillah, thank you for surviving this far, even though my 

steps often falter and the road feels full of doubt. Thank you for continuing to try, even 

though feelings of tiredness, anxiety, and uncertainty often haunt me. Thank you for 

rising from a silent fall, choosing to keep going, and believing that everything can be 

resolved. In silence, strength, courage, and determination have grown that are not 

always visible. This journey may not be easy, but every process has been passed with 

courage that is worthy of being proud of again. 

The author's deepest gratitude goes to the best source of support throughout 

life, beloved parents,beloved couple Sumarsih and Pujo, who have given full support 

both physically and spiritually. Thank you for your never ending prayers, sincerity in 

every sacrifice, and tireless efforts to always do the best at every stage of your child's 

life journey. Their affection, patience, and determination are the greatest sources of 

inspiration and motivation for the author to continue to fight and not give up. The 

author also expresses gratitude to his beloved brother, Guntur Ayatullah, which is my 

motivation to be a cool older sister ever. 



 

 

 

To my beloved friends Nuril, Yosica, Arini, Sheila, Elok, Royan, and other 

friends that I cannot mention one by one, as well as all the people who are present in 

my life, thank you for being a part of my life journey and the journey of writing this 

thesis, with their jokes, togetherness, enthusiasm, and motivation. Their presence 

makes this tiring process feel lighter and more colorful. May you be given success in 

the future and remain an irreplaceable part of my life.Never forget that we have gone 

through this journey together.Finally, the author realizes that this thesis is still far from 

perfect. The author wholeheartedly accepts all suggestions and constructive criticisms 

for future improvements. Hopefully, this work can be useful for readers and become 

a small contribution to the study of literature and English language learning, especially 

in the study of English prepositions and their acquisition by EFL learners. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study aims to analyze the use of prepositions in descriptive texts written 

by EFL (English as a Foreign Language) learners in Indonesia, as well as to identify 

the forms of inaccuracy that arise and explore their relationship with learning factors 

such as learning resources and intensity of English exposure. The method used in this 

study is descriptive text analysis combined with interview data as a complement. Data 

were obtained from 28 texts of grade X students at a private high school in Surabaya. 

The results of the analysis showed that from a total of 419 prepositions used, the 

accuracy level reached an average of 88.06%, with the most common errors being 

substitution, omission, and addition of prepositions. Spatial prepositions were the 

most widely used and relatively accurate, while directional prepositions showed a 

higher error rate. In addition, students with high scores generally showed active 

learning strategies, intensive English exposure, and a combination of formal and 

informal learning resources. In contrast, students with low scores tended to have 

limited exposure and passive learning strategies. This study concludes that the success 

of preposition use is not only determined by how much input is received, but also by 

the quality of learning strategies and students' active involvement in the learning 

process. These findings are expected to be the basis for developing more effective and 

contextual preposition teaching strategies in learning English as a foreign language. 
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