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ABSTRACT

his study amalyzes capitalism in Paolo Bacigalupi's 7he Water Knife using a
Tdiﬁisl ecocritical approach. The research focuses on the commodifi
e resources as a form of capitaljsy exploitation ang
e loys Marxist ecocritical theory, which combine
Su_jdy emlijromnental issues. This study uses an eXIrinsi
Y t':“:s sociological and ccocritical approach to analyze the narrative and
c?Tblﬂc in the novel. Data was collected through reading ang note-taking
;f:h?f:ugs, then analyzed using dcscﬁpl.ivc Iana? ysis tﬁ{:h]]i{]k',le.‘i. TE'{c study finds
that water 1s commodificd through privatization, water rights, ]Hffﬂﬁf{utt!.ll.'e
control, and premium access, making it available only to those who can a.ffor-::: it.
This creates inequality and unfair distribution. The novel shows social impacts
such as economic gaps between rich and poor. environmental dzur.:age i?rom
overexploitation, alienation and individu.aiism among che_lracters, h.ousmg ms?aj
poverty, and declining social welfarc. This [:e.eezlrch.cnntnbute.«s to- ht?rar}f studies
by offering a new perspective on how water is exploited under capitalism and how
this affects society.

cation of
its social impacts. This
§ critiques of capitalism
¢ literary approach that

Keywords: capitalism, environmental crisis, water commo dification
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