
 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF IMPOLITENESS STRATEGY USED BY 

THE MAIN CHARACTER IN “A MAN CALLED OTTO” 

MOVIE 

  

A THESIS  

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for Completing the 

Sarjana Degree in the Department of English Literature  

 

 

 

By  

ACHMAD AMIRUL KHAQQI 

1612000084 

 

 

 

 

 

FAKULTAS ILMU BUDAYA  

UNIVERSITAS 17 AGUSTUS 1945 SURABAYA  

2024



 

 

i 

 

 

 



 

 

ii 

 

 



 

 

iii 

 

 

  



 

 

iv 

 

 

  



 

 

v 

 

 

 



 

 

vi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

APPROVAL SHEET I ........................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL SHEET II ........................................................................................ ii 

SURAT PERNYATAAN ..................................................................................... iii 

LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI ............................. iv 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ................................................................................... iv 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ..................................................................................... vi 

LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................. viii 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... ix 

CHAPTER I  INTRODUCTION ......................................................................... 1 

1.1. Background of the Study .......................................................................... 1 

1.2. Statements of the Problem ........................................................................ 5 

1.3. Objectives of the Study ............................................................................ 5 

1.4. Scope and Limitation ................................................................................ 5 

1.5. Significance of the Study ......................................................................... 5 

1.6. Organization of the Study ......................................................................... 6 

CHAPTER II  REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ................................ 7 

2.1. Previous study .......................................................................................... 7 

2.2. Theoretical Framework .......................................................................... 10 

2.2.1 Pragmatic......................................................................................... 10 

2.2.2 Context ............................................................................................ 11 

2.2.3 Face ................................................................................................. 12 

2.2.4 Politeness ........................................................................................ 12 

2.2.5 Impoliteness .................................................................................... 14 

2.2.6 Types of Impoliteness Strategy ....................................................... 15 

2.2.7 Functions of Impoliteness Strategy ................................................. 19 

CHAPTER III  RESEARCH METHOD .......................................................... 22 

3.1. Research Design ..................................................................................... 22 



 

 

vii 

 

3.2. Source of Data ........................................................................................ 23 

3.3. Research Instruments ............................................................................. 23 

3.4. Data Collection Procedures .................................................................... 24 

3.5. Data Analysis Procedures ....................................................................... 24 

CHAPTER IV  FINDING AND DISCUSSION ............................................... 26 

4.1. Findings .................................................................................................. 26 

4.2. Discussion .............................................................................................. 28 

4.2.1 Types of Impoliteness Strategies used in the main character in A 

Man Called Otto ............................................................................................ 28 

4.2.2 Functions of Impoliteness used in the Main Character in A Man 

Called Otto Movie ......................................................................................... 42 

CHAPTER V ....................................................................................................... 49 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ............................................................ 49 

5.1. Conclusion .............................................................................................. 49 

5.2. Suggestions ............................................................................................. 50 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................... 51 

APPENDIX .......................................................................................................... 53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

viii 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 1 Sample data sheet of types and functions of Impoliteness Strategies in A 

Man Called Otto movie ......................................................................................... 25 

Table 2 Frequency types of impoliteness strategy used by the main character in A 

Man Called Otto movie ......................................................................................... 26 

Table 3 Frequency Functions of Impoliteness used by the main character in A 

Man Called Otto movie ......................................................................................... 27 

 

 

  



 

 

ix 

 

ABSTRACT 

 This research aims to identify and analysis the types and functions of 

impoliteness strategies used by the main character in A Man Called Otto movie. 

This research employed a descriptive qualitative method. The data were in the form 

of utterances, specifically those by the main character, Otto. The source of the data 

for this research is A Man Called Otto movie with helps by the transcripts to ensure 

that utterances in the movie are completely and accurately delivered. The researcher 

applied Culpeper’s theory of impoliteness strategy (2005) and its functions (2011). 

The results showed that 63 impoliteness strategies were found: bald on-record (11) 

utterances, positive impoliteness (20) utterances, negative impoliteness (23) 

utterances, off-record (1) utterance, and withhold politeness (8) utterances. 

Negative impoliteness more inclined because Otto’s characteristic is shaped by 

profound loneliness after his wife's death, making him impatient, straightforward, 

and irritable. Furthermore, two out of three functions occur in this research, namely 

affective impoliteness (25) utterances and coercive functions (38) utterances. 

Coercive impoliteness more inclined because Otto’s desire to gain an advantage or 

maintain control in the situation, coupled with his power dynamic such as being 

older and more experienced. Furthermore, entertaining function was not found in 

this movie because it focuses about Otto’s personal journey and emotional 

challenges. 

Keywords: face, impoliteness, politeness, pragmatics, movie  

 


