LILY SEARCH FOR SEXUAL IDENTITY IN
MALINDA LO’S LAST NIGHT AT THE
TELEGRAPH CLUB

A THESIS

" Presented in a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for
Completmg the Sarjana Degree in Department of
English Literature

1] '.‘. “\ 8 | By
/' ALIFAH ADJANI PRASETYO
1612000020

FAKULTAS ILMU BUDAYA
/ UNIVERSITAS 17 AGUSTUS 1945 SURABAYA
\ gy : \ ) 2024 \ "

=



\
RN } APPR

\i el 3
\. . / . >

" Thisisto oeruﬁ'dm.xhz Sarjana Thesis-

«LILY SEARCH FOR SEXUAL IDENTITY IN MALINDA LO’S LAST NIGHT
AT ;m{’nswcmﬂ CLUB" has been approved by the thesis advisor for further

Surabaya, 15
- Advisor

LNE




APPROVAL SHEET I (4 |

This is to certify that the Sarjana Thesis of ALIFAH ADJANI PRASETYO entitled
“LILY SEARCH FOR SEXUAL IDENTITY IN MALINDA LO’S LAST NIGHT

AT THE TELEGRAPH CLUB”" has been examined and approved by the thesis-
Examining Committee as the requirement for Sarjana Degree in English Literature.

Surabaya, 15 July 2024
Thesis Examining Committee
A~
“Mateus RUd: Supsiadii, S.S., M.Pd Chairperson e |
Linusia Marsih, S.S., M.Pd Secretary
2 : -
) W ' \7 4
" /Dr. Tri Pramesti, MS Member \ Lo

A

« WWIVERS,

o* ax )_*q& ¢
oft
<
<
=
0
E,
g
e
Qe
-
g
@




SURAT PERNYATAAN

Yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini:

Nama : Alifah Adjani Prasetyo
NBI : 1612000020
Program Studi : Sastra Inggris

Dengan ini menyatakan bahwa skripsi saya dengan judul

LILY SEARCH FOR SEXUAL IDENTITY IN MALINDA LO’S LAST NIGHT
AT THE TELEGRAPH CLUB

Belum pernah diajukan untuk memperoleh gelar sarjana atau gelar akademis lainnya
di suatu perguruan tinggi dan sepanjang pengetahuan saya juga tidak mengandung
karya atau pendapat yang pernah ditulis atau diterbitkan orang lain, kecuali yang
diacu dan disebutkan dalam daftar pustaka.

Bilamana di kemudian hari ditemukan ketidaksesuaian dengan pernyataan ini, maka
saya bersedia dituntut dan diproses sesuai dengan ketentuan yang berlaku.

Demikian pernyataan ini dibuat dengan sesungguhnya dan sebenar — benarnya.

Surabaya, 15 July 2024

‘
} B
e ;C;MPEL
eeo 68429381
pa _””' /’/
Mh Adjani Prasetyo




g UNIVERSITAS

( 7 BADAN PERPUSTAKAAN
{Q) 17 A\Gl’s’rl"\ 1945 J1 SEMOLOWARLU 45 SURABAYA
\‘\:;_,/ SURA ) > TELP 031 593 1800 (Ext 311)

il - ABAY A a-mal  perpus @untag-sby ac «d

LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI
KARYA ILMIAH UNTUK KEPENTINGAN AKADEMIS

Sebagai Civitas Akademik Universitas 17 Agustus 1945 Surabaya, saya
yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini:

Nama : Alifah Adjani Prasetyo

NBI/ NPM : 1612000020

Fakultas : Ilmu Budaya

Program Studi - Sastra Inggris

Jenis Karya : Skripsi/ Fesis/ Disertasi/-Laporan-Penelitian/Praktek™*

Demi perkembangan ilmu pengetahuan, saya menyetujui untuk
memberikan kepada Badan Perpustakaan Universitas 17 Agustus 1945
Surabaya Hak Bebas Royaiti Nonekslusif (Nonexclusive Royalty-Free
Right), atas karya saya yang berjudul:

LILY SEARCH FOR SEXUAL IDENTITY IN MALINDA LO’S LAST

NIGHT AT THE TELEGRAPH CLUB
Dengan Hak Bebas Royalti Nonekslusif (Nonexclusive Royalty - Free
Right), Badan Perpustakaan Universitas 17 Agustus 1945 Surabaya berhak
menyimpan, mengalihkan media atau memformatkan, mengolah dalam
bentuk pangkalan data (database), merawat, mempublikasikan karya ilmiah
saya selama tetap tercantum
Dibuat di : Universitas 17 Agustus 1945 Surabaya
Pada tanggal  : 15 Juli 2024

Yang menvatakan,

H a4 T -
s N R R 7

H <R A RS
; 4 1 ;;»"’-/ ,
- & - E

E g T TRMPEL

EE8EIALX258420366
Alttazam rrascye




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| express my heartfelt gratitude to Allah SWT for His boundless blessings, love,
health, and mercy, which have provided me with the strength to complete this thesis
entitled “Lily Search for Sexual Identity in Malinda Lo’s Last Night at The Telegraph
Club.” Through His grace, I have been able to overcome numerous challenges and
remain focused on my goals. Throughout the process of preparing this thesis, many
people have contributed, offering motivation and advice until its completion. In this
moment, | wish to express my deepest gratitude and appreciation to the following
people:

1. Dr. Tri Pramesti MS, my thesis advisor, for her invaluable assistance,
instruction, guidance, time, and unwavering support in correcting and helping
me complete this thesis.

2. My beloved parents Papap Bondan & Mama Nurul, for their unconditional
love, care, and support throughout my life, particularly during the thesis
process.

3. My sister Sani and her husband Afwin, for their understanding and support

during this journey.

My brother Ismarh and Ayu for the emotional support.

Mr. Pariyanto, the head of the English department, for his patience in signing

all my documents and his continual support.

6. All examiners of my thesis examination, for their valuable help, instruction,
and guidance.

7. Bita, Mira, and Putra, my best friends, for their endless support and loyal
presence.

8. Adelt & Farizal who have helped me the most to finish this entire process of
completing the thesis.

9. Cimo, for being a constant source of happiness.

o &

Finally, I acknowledge that this thesis is not without its flaws. | welcome constructive
criticism and suggestions for improvement and hope this thesis will be useful to its
readers.

Surabaya, 15 July 2024
Alifah Adjani Prasetyo

Vi



TABLE OF CONTENT

APPROVAL SHEET ..o ii
APPROVAL SHEET T ..cooiiiiiiii e iii
SURAT PERNYATAAN ... \Y%
LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI .........ccoooiiiiiiinnn, %
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt vi
TABLE OF CONTENT ..ottt vii
ABSTRACT Lttt bbbttt iX
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION ...ttt 1
1.1 Background of Study........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiie s 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem ..o 2
1.3 Objective of the STUAY ......ooovviiiiiiie e 2
1.4 Scope and LIMItations ..........cccvvrvireinienee s 3
1.5 Significance of the StuAY ..o 3
1.6 Organization of the StUAY .......ceviviriiiiiiie e 4
CHAPTER Il REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ..o 5
2.1 Previous StUAIES ....oeivvieiiiiiii ettt ettt ettt 5
2.2 Theoretical Framework ...........cccoouiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 6
R O 1N (-] g g T=To] oY 6
2.2.2 Lily’s Sexual Development ...........ccoceeiiiriiiieiiieiie e 7
CHAPTER 111 RESEARCH METHOD.......cccoiiiiiiiieeee s 11
3.1 ReSCArCh DESIZN ...couviiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt 11
3.2 Research APProach.........cccoveiieiiiiiiiiees e 11
3.3 DAtA SOULCES. ..ciuvvereiiriieisiiee e ittt et e et e et e et e e s e e e s anr e e s anre e e s snne e e s nnneeeaas 12
3.4 Procedure of Data ColleCtion .........cccoveviririiiiniene e 12
3.5 Procedure of Data ANalySis ......cccoiveriieiiiiiiiine e 13
CHAPTER IV ANALYSIS ... 15
4.1 Lily’s Sexual Development ..........cccocveiiuiriiieiiieniie et 15
O [ =T Y @0 0T o) o 15
4.1.2 1dentity COMPATISON .....cveiviiiiiieiesierieeee et 17
4.1.3 1dentity TOIEIaNCE........oeiviiiiiieiiee e 18
4.1.4 1dentity ACCEPIANCE ....ccueiivieciee e ettt re e te e e sre e 21

vil



4.1.5 1dentity SYNTNESIS .....eciiiiieiee e 23

4.2 Lily’s Sexual Identity Describes in Last Night at the Telegraph Club ........... 24
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION ..ot 27
REFERENCES ... 29
APPENDIX ... 31

viii



ABSTRACT

This study explores the journey of sexual identity discovery in Malinda Lo’s novel
Last Night at The Telegraph Club, focusing on the main character Lily, a Chinese
American teenager in the 1950s. The writer of this study used qualitative and
descriptive research methods to examines into Lily's experiences. By employing
Vivienne Cass’s model of six stage of homosexual identity formation, the research
examines how Lily manages her developing sexual identity in the middle of societal
and familial pressures. However, in this study, only five stages are found in the main
character's journey, as Lily does not reach the stage of pride due to external rejections
and societal pressures. This study highlights the intersection of cultural expectations
and sexual identity, illustrating the importance of supportive communities on self-
acceptance. Lily’s story portrays the ongoing challenges faced by homosexual
individuals in conservative societies, emphasizing the need for broader societal
acceptance and change. Through this research, the study aims to contribute to the
understanding of sexual identity development and the critical importance of
supportive environments for homosexual individuals.

Keywords:  homosexuality, homosexual acceptance, homosexual identity
development, sexual identity
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