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"I wanted Soki. I wanted friends. I wanted Grandpa to remember how to pray, Mr. 

Hamada to come back to Sakita. I wanted to stop asking for things I'd never have. 

f wanted proof that there was someone, up above, watching over me. I wanted the 

LEO." (Ferguson, 2021:112). 

 

As a teenager in this young adult literary novel, Anna looks for something to fulfill the 

emptiness in her heart. By creating imaginary friends who never existed and inviting what 

she imagined in real life. Anna Obata as highschoolers at 16 years old going through a lot 

of things as a teenager such as bullying, isolation and feeling of loneliness. But as she 

went through all of that, she also developed herself as a teenager with looking for 

something to distract her of the loneliness and isolation, she started an interaction and 

build a relationship with someone her age. Therefore, characters in young adult literature 

can also be called dynamic characters. Where the teenage characters will generally 

develop. They learn from what is and has happened to them, developing themselves 

through interactions and conflicts that occur to them as teenagers. 

 

In the characterization, young adult literature also uses physical appearance that has an 

emotional connection for describing the character as a teenager from the spirit, the vibes, 

and how they would grow up as a teenager throughout the story. The following lines 

highlight that Anna is a teenager who has no confidence because she's not capable of 

making eye contact yet. This explanation can be proven in the following statement, 

 

"... Maybe with time this would change-she could grow into her unwieldy limbs, 

straighten her posture, and learn to make eye contact. For now, though, she was 

still an adolescent of the species, a baby giraffe of a person." (Ferguson, 2021:21) 

 

Young adult literature also usually describes the physicaJ characar with cultural and 

racial diversity, showing that young adult literature is actually surrounded by many 

characters from different social, economic, and ethnic conditions. This description of the 

physical appearance of young adults might include skin tone, hair texture, and other 

culturally specific physical traits, helping to promote inclusivity and representation. Such 

as Anna is described in the novel that she's having mixed ancestry from her parents and 

also has pale skin. 

 

"I found Anna amusing at first, even a little funny. She had certain quirks: a 

strange manner of trailing off when she spoke, a habit of losing interest in the 

middle of a conversation. There was always a far-off look i.n her eyes, as though 

she were staring through whoever she was speaking to. Her skin was much paler, 

too, either from having mixed ancestry or from anemia, and she had a bad habit 

of picking at her cuticles until they were gone." (Ferguson, 2021:22) 

 

Other than cultural and racial diversity young adult literature also usually writes the 

protagonist has a unique feature. It is a common thing that young adult literature has their 

character unique features that set them apart, like an uncommon eye color, distinctive 

scar, or an intriguing fashion sense. Because those things sometimes can make the 

character more memorable for the readers. In Satellite love, Soki Tachibana's physical 

appearance which is described through Anna's point of view, at her first meeting has a 

unique feature. 
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Setting in Young Adult Literature 

Satellite Love's setting mostly takes place in a southern city of Japan called Saki ta. Sakita 

is a fictional city followed by other places that have been mentioned in the novel such as 

Tonuki cafe, Sakita Central City Mall, shrine, Marushima Station, and the General's 

home. The setting of Satellite Love is described as a crumbling, incomplete metropolis in 

southern Japan, which is an important component of the plot. The city is characterized as 

being forgotten by development, mirroring the story's fundamental themes of 

abandonment and loneliness. The location is well-executed and creates a vivid 

background for the teenage characters' experiences, especially Anna's, who is an outsider 

at school and struggles to connect with others. 

 

Set in 1999 which is the new beginning of the millennium era, Satellite love emphasizes 

the story's sense of isolation and neglect. The left-behind city in southern Japan represents 

Anna's sentiments of loneliness and separation. This location enables the author to 

explore themes of abandonment, loneliness, and the search for purpose and connection in 

a world that appears to have been forgotten in young adult literature. The author described 

that "Sakita was painfully behind." That is shown in the quotation as follows; 

 

"You could almost pinpoint the exact year people lost hope here by the leftover 

fragments of late-eighties design: block concrete architecture, circular columns, and 

windows clashing against sharp edges with a vaguely futurist flair. Signboards 

advertising long-defunct snack food were the only beacon of colour in sight. This was 

a world of frozen motifs, a city of the "Lost Decades" that schoolteachers and 

politicians promised in vain would catch up with the rest of Japan. The new millennium 

was coming, but even 1 could tell that Sakita was painfully behind." (Ferguson, 

2021:16) 

 

Changes in the character of adolescents in young adult literature are also influenced by 

the surrounding environment. This can also be categorized as a setting of places. The 

setting of places in young adult literature mostly usually takes place in school or college, 

and home. 

Theme in Young Adult Lit-ure I 
Theme is an element that is &vant to every event and detai I of a story.  • e theme is the 

main idea used in a work or literature (Stanton, 1965). Young adult literature usually 

consists of several genres or even themes which is relevant to young adults. ft often leads 

to genres like romance, science fiction, mystery, horror, and magical realism to create 

relatable stories. It is also common for stories in young adult literature to address issues 

of young people's physical and mental development that are still evolving. Themes of 

young adult literature are usually more relevant to young adults, such as how teenagers 

understand themselves through self-discovery, first love, and how they overcome various 

problems and challenges in their lives. This is meant to inspire the young readers 

 

In 2021's Satellite Love, written by Genki Ferguson, the novel outlines how the 

protagonist develops as the story progresses, how she understands her deepest desires as 

a sixteen-year-old, and how she searches for answers to the questions in her life. Anna, 

the protagonist, has something different about her that makes her feel isolated from her 
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surroundings. As a teenage character who is a half-Japanese girl among other Japanese 

people, Anna experiences a deep loneliness of disconnection. 

 

For Anna, the life and love she has for something is always expressed in obsession. Like 

an obsession is defined as an uncontrollable desire for something, Anna desires the 

connection and interaction that Soki and LEO provide. 

 

In this novel, Anna's life as a teenager is depicted as a girl who always felt excluded from 

the excitement around her by her classmates, hence she chose to withdraw from the crowd 

and preferred to be alone. However, as a teenager, Anna shows that she's yearning for a 

connection or relationship to her surroundings. It is mentioned that music and drawing 

are a form of expressing oneself through art as a teenager. In the novel, Anna is one who 

belongs to this characteristic. This can be proven in the following quote which reads; 

'"d always had a habit of jumping from one hobby to the next, filling my space 

with clutter belonging to past identities. Marked cards from my magic phase, vinyl 

records from when I loved jazz, poorly drawn flip books from when I was going 

to be an animator." (Ferguson, 2021:8). 

This quotation shows that interests give Anna the opportunity as a teenager to develop 

intense interests or hobbies that help them explore the world and their identity. Her search 

for knowledge about space might be viewed as a means of gaining control and 

understanding in an otherwise frustrating and lonely world. This can be categorized as 

typical young adult behavior to process emotions and express the identity of Anna. 

 

Satellite Love is a novel with the theme of loneliness and isolation that causes the love 

and obsession of the main character. The whole story revolves around Anna and her 

obsession and love that keeps her losing her way in her journey of self-discovery. In fact, 

Satellite Love is set in a fictional city called Sakita, located in southern Japan. Sakita is 

depicted as a "forgotten" country, left behind by growth. The setting emphasize themes 

of loneliness, isolation, and disconnection. Young adult literature has lighter themes 

compared to heavier adult literature such as dealing with trauma and depression which 

can be too intense for the young adult readers. Young adult literature themes are able to 

teach readers about the larger world, allowing them to interact with complex and hard 

subjects pertaining to their immediate interests. 

Plot in Young Adult Literature 

Plot is a series of stories that tells the reader how each incident or event in a story is 

related to each other and forms a unified story. In young adult literature, the plot shows 

the cause and the effect relationship of each event in the story of the teenager. l)nplot in 

young adult literature is considered as a linear plot, according to Aristotle, the plot must 

have a beginning, the middle, and end and also every event in the story must have a 

connection with each other (Kumaat & Zulkarnain, 2023). The ending stage according to 

Stanton (2007) the story must be end with logical, believable, surprising, and also create 

a tension. The plots according to Robert Stanton, is a compilation of a series of 

interconnected events that build to shape the whole story (Stanton, 1965). As Stanton has 

said in the theory that plot is divided into three stages namely, early plot (subplot), middle 
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plot (conflict), and final plot (climax) (Syarifah et al, 2022). Related to the storyline 

determined by Robert Stanton's division, Sa1ellite Love novel have 3 stages of plot which 

are subplot, conflict, and climax. 

 

I. Early Plot (Subplot) 

In the early plot of the novel Satellite Love, the author begins the whole story by 

introducing the background of the main character Anna. From where she lives and how 

she Ii ves her life until survive the feeling of loneliness due to lack of attention she have. 

In the Satellite Love novel, the early stage introduces one of the characters, a 16-year-old 

girl named Anna Obata who lives in a fictional city called Saki ta. Anna lives with her 

senile grandfather and she has half-Japanese mixed blood, which makes her seen as 

different from her classmates and surroundings. Anna was always alone because she 

barely had any friends. She explained herself in a quotation that highlights why she is left 

by her friends which can be shown below; 

"As a child, telling fantastical stories and having a vivid imagination makes you 

likable to others. Then you grow up, and suddenly these same people choose to 

keep a cautious distance instead, acting like you're delusional, avoiding you for 

the same exact reason you were close to begin with. f will never understand why 

this happens. The world will always be filled with strangers for me." (Ferguson, 

2021: 17) 

 

The early stages occurs when Anna and LEO encounter each other. How both of them are 

being introduced in each point of view. Anna finds LEO when she intends to look for the 

moon then she finds a blue light flashing above the sky, while in LEO's point of view, he 

accidentally notices how Anna looks at the night sky alone from her bedroom window. 

 

2.  Middle Plot (Conflict) 

According to Robert Stanton's view, the story progresses through the conflict, also known 

as the middle plot, following the early plot's initial setup. The primary characters in this 

stage are faced with difficuWjes and obstacles that propel the story further. ln the middle 

plot stage, the author starts to introduce conflicts of the story. Power conflict is the main 

conflict in a story that is formed from another conflict according to Robert Stanton 

(Syarifah et al, 2022). The meeting of the main character, Anna with LEO in the sky and 

also Soki for the first time leads to another conflict that will happen to them conflicts. 

The readers will questioned by the main conflict of the novel. 

In the novel Satellite Love, the middle plot stage is explained when LEO and Soki are 

further involved with all the obsessions that Anna has. When the first time LEO has the 

feeling of jealousy in Anna and when he realizes that his appearance looks like Soki. 

"... my appearance was already familiar. It was the uncanny sensation of 

recognizing your face on someone else's body.... f moved my tongue self­ 

consciously over my missing tooth, wondering why Anna had given me a cleft lip 

in the first place. As the train passed through a tunnel, the darkness outside 

sharpened my reflection, and I recognized with a shudder where I had seen my 

face before. It was a week earlier, on a school roof covered in snow that might 

have been clouded. Anna had created me in the exact image ofSoki." (Ferguson, 

2021:177)" 
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