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THE PRESIDENT:  Well, thank you, Tam, for that introduction — I 

think.  (Laughter.) 

Let me start on a serious note.  Jill, Kamala, Doug, and I, and members of our 

administration are here to send a message to the country and, quite frankly, to 

the world: The free press is a pillar — maybe the pillar — of a free society, not 

the enemy.  (Applause.) 

Thomas Jefferson wrote — you all know this quote.  Thomas Jefferson wrote, 

“Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without 
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newspapers or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate…to 

prefer the latter.” 

To Evan’s parents Ella, Mikhail, and sister Danielle, as I’ve told you in person: 

We — not just me — we all stand with you. 

Evan went to report in Russia to shed light on the darkness that you all escaped 

from years ago. 

Absolute courage.  A handwritten letter from prison to his family, Evan wrote, 

quote, “I am not losing hope.”  (Applause.) 

In an interview, his mom Ella said, “One of the American qualities that we 

absorbed is to be optimistic.  That’s where we stand right now.”  

To the entire family: Everyone in this hall stands with you.  (Applause.)  We’re 

working every day to secure his release, looking at opportunities and tools to 

bring him home.  We keep the faith. 

We also keep the faith for Austin — Austin Tice.  (Applause.)  His mom Debra 

is here tonight.  (Applause.)  She knows from our several conversations — the 

conversations with me and my senior staff — we are not giving up. 

As I told you at this dinner last year, as I told you in the Oval Office, you’ve 

raised an incredible son. 



 

When he was a kid, he was an Eagle Scout, a Big Brother, a born protector, a 

U.S. Marine — three tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Austin — Austin was a fearless journalist and a future lawyer. 

As a consequence of Austin showing the world the cost of war, he’s been 

detained in Syria for nearly 11 years. 

It’s simply wrong.  It’s outrageous.  And we are not ceasing our effort to get 

him, find him, and bring him home.  (Applause.) 

Tonight, our message is this: Journalism is not a crime. 

Evan and Austin should be released immediately, along with every other 

American held hostage or wrongfully detained abroad.  (Applause.) 

Paul Whelan — unjustly held in Russia for more than four years, whose brave 

sister I’ve met with and whose family has never quit fighting for Paul.  And I 

promise you neither will I and neither will this administration until we get him 

home.  (Applause.) 

And there are other Americans being unjustly held in Iran, Venezuela, China, 

and elsewhere.  Their stories may not make headlines or hashtags, but every day 

— every day, their family looks at that empty chair at the kitchen table — 

birthdays, anniversaries, holidays without them.  The pain of living in limbo.  In 



a sense, it’s almost worse than the pain of having lost a child and looking at that 

empty chair.  The stress of not knowing.  The sorrow of uncertainty.  

But I want them and their families to know Jill and I understand.  We see 

them.  They are not forgotten.  And I promise you I am working like hell to get 

them home.  (Applause.) 

As a nation, we’ll never give up on hope.  Things can get better.  Things can 

turn.  Things can change. 

Tonight, unlike last year, Brittney Griner is here with her wife 

Cherelle.  (Applause.) 

Brittney — where you are, kid?  Stand up.  Come on.  (Applause.)  I love this 

woman.  Love you, Brittney. 

This time last year, we were praying for you, Brittney, hoping you knew how 

hard all of us were fighting for your release. 

It’s great to have you home.  (Applause.)  And, boy, I can hardly wait to see you 

back on the court, kid.  Remember your promise.  I get to bring my 

granddaughter, my All-State girl, to see you.  Right?  (Laughter.) 

Because of our unrelenting efforts, we’ve been able to bring home dozens of 

hostages and wrongfully detainees — wrongful detainees from Afghanistan, 



 

Burma, Haiti, Iran, Rwanda, Venezuela, across West Africa, and around the 

world. 

But we’re doing everything we can to prevent these cases from occurring in the 

first place. 

For example, the State Department added the threat of detention as a new risk 

indicator to its travel advisories to go along with the threat of kidnapping to 

warn Americans where these threats are highest abroad. 

I also recently signed an executive order increasing the consequences for 

criminal groups and terrorists who engage in the appalling practice of treating 

human beings as bargaining chips, political pawns. 

And just two days ago, my administration announced the first sanctions under 

this new authority, punishing individuals and security services in Russia and Iran 

who’ve been part of the wrongful defen- — detention of Americans. 

Above all, across government, experts are working day and night to bring our 

fellow Americans home, much of which, as you well know, we can’t talk 

about.  Concern that it will backfire. 

But my commitment — my commitment is to bring them home, just as I know 

your commitment is to continue to be a free and fearless press. 

And that’s what we honor tonight. 



And this is not hyperbole: You make it possible — you make it possible for 

ordinary citizens to question authority — and, yes, even to laugh at authority — 

without fear or intimidation. 

That’s what makes this nation strong. 

So, tonight, let us show ourselves and the world our strength, not just by the 

example of our power, but by the power of our example. 

Folks, I know a lot has changed in the press.  I’ve had a lot of conversations with 

a lot of you.  This is not your father’s press from 20 years ago.  No, I’m 

serious.  And you all know it better than I do.  But still, it is absolutely 

consequential and essential. 

After all, I believe in the First Amendment — not just because my good friend 

Jimmy Madison wrote it.  (Laughter and applause.)  

In a lot of ways, this dinner sums up my first two years in 

office.  (Laughter.)  I’ll talk for 10 minutes, take zero questions, and cheerfully 

walk away.  (Laughter.) 

Yeah, I know, I just announced my reelection campaign.  (Applause.) 

Some of you — some of you scooped that I’d announce in a video.  But, really, 

you really all thought in your heart that I’d just blurt it out, didn’t 

you?  (Laughter.) 



 

MS. O’DONNELL:  We try.  (Laughter.) 

THE PRESIDENT:  And, look, I get that age is a completely reasonable 

issue.  It’s on everybody’s mind. 

And everyone — by “everyone” I mean the New York 

Times.  (Laughter.)  Headline: “Biden’s advanced age is a big issue.  Trump’s, 

however, is not.”  (Laughter.) 

Sorry, that was a New York Times Pitchbot.  I apologize.  (Laughter.) 

I love that guy.  I should do an interview with him.  (Laughter.) 

You might think I don’t like Rupert Murdoch.  That’s simply not true.  How 

could I dislike the guy who makes me look like Harry Styles?  (Laughter and 

applause.) 

You call me old?  I call it being seasoned.  You say I’m ancient?  I say I’m 

wise.  You say I’m over the hill?  Don Lemon would say that’s a man in his 

prime.  (Laughter and applause.) 

Folks, it’s wonderful to be back here again, proving I haven’t learned a damn 

thing.  (Laughter.) 

I want everybody to have fun tonight, but please be safe. 



If you find yourself disoriented or confused, it’s either you’re drunk or Marjorie 

Taylor Greene.  (Laughter and applause.) 

Tam, thank you for hosting us.  I love NPR — (applause) —  

(leans into the microphone) — because they whisper into the mic like I 

do.  (Laughter.) 

But not everybody loves NPR.  Elon Musk tweeted that it should be defunded. 

Well, the best way to make NPR go away is for Elon Musk to buy it.  (Laughter 

and applause.)  And that’s more true than you think.  (Laughter.)  Anyway. 

This dinner is one of the two great traditions in Washington.  The other one is 

underestimating me and Kamala.  (Applause.) 

Well, the truth is we really have a record to be proud of. 

Vaccinated the nation.  Transformed the economy.  Earned historic legislative 

victories and midterm results. 

But the job isn’t finished.  I mean — it is finished for Tucker 

Carlson.  (Applause.) 

AUDIENCE:  Oooh — 



 

THE PRESIDENT:  What are you wooing about like that?  (Laughter.)  Like 

you think that’s not reasonable?  Give me a break.  (Laughter.)  Just give me a 

break. 

Look, like I often say, don’t compare me to the Almighty, compare me to the 

alternative.  

We added 12 million jobs, and that’s just counting the lawyers to — who 

defended the president.  (Laughter.) 

Had Ron DeSantis — I had a lot of Ron DeSangi- — Ron DeSantis jokes ready, 

but bicke- — but Mickey Mouse beat the hell out of me and got there 

first.  (Laughter and applause.) 

Now, look — can’t be too rough on the guy.  After his reelection as governor, he 

was asked if he had a mandate.  He said, “Hell no, I’m 

straight.”  (Laughter.)  “I’m straight.”  (Applause.)  

I’ll give you time to think that one through.  You got it? 

Look, you all keep reporting my approval rating is at 42 percent.  But what do 

you — but I think you don’t know this: Kevin McCarthy called me and asked 

me, “Joe, what the hell is your secret?”  (Laughter.)  

I’m not even kidding about that one.  (Laughter.) 



The Speaker is trying to claim a big win this week, but the last time Republicans 

voted on something this — that hapless, it took 15 tries.  (Applause.) 

AUDIENCE:  Oooh — 

THE PRESIDENT:  That was good.  (Laughter.)  

Look, it’s great the cable news networks are here tonight.  MSNBC owned by 

NBC Universal.  Fox News owned by Dominion Voting Systems.  (Laughter.) 

Last year, your favorite Fox News reporters were able to attend because they 

were fully vaccinated and boosted. 

This year, with that $787 million settlement, they’re here because they couldn’t 

say no to a free meal.  (Laughter.) 

And hell, I’d call Fox honest, fair, and truthful, but then I could be sued for 

defamation.  (Laughter.) 

It ain’t nothing compared to what they do to me.  (Laughs.) 

Look, I hope the Fox News team finds this funny.  My goal is to make them 

laugh as hard as CNN did when they read the settlement.  (Laughter.) 

But then again, CN- — CNN was like, “Wow, they actually have $787 

million?”  (Laughter.)  Whoa. 



 

Folks, I go where the people are — “The Daily Show.”  (Applause.) 

Roy is a great guy.  He once dubbed me the Jay-Z of 

Delaware.  (Laughter.)  Don’t let that look on your face.  You did.  

Tonight he asked me to keep it short.  He even offered me 10 bucks if I’d keep it 

under 10 minutes.  That’s a switch: 

a President being offered hush money.  (Laughter and applause.) 

Look, I’m going to leave the jokes to the pros.  But let me conclude on a 

genuinely serious note. 

Roy was born in Bormingham [sic] — born in Birmingham, Alabama.  He 

graduated from a great HBCU, Florida A&M.  (Applause.)  He started in 

journalism to follow in the footsteps of his father, Roy Wood Sr., who covered 

the Civil Rights Movement. 

During Black History Month this year, I hosted the screening of the movie 

“Till.”  (Applause.)  The story of Emmett Till and his mother is a story of a 

family’s promise and loss and a nation’s reckoning with hate, violence, and the 

abuse of power. 

It’s a story that was seared into our memory and our conscience — the nation’s 

conscience — when Mrs. Till insisted that an open casket for her murdered and 



maimed 14-year-old son be the means by which he was transported.  She said, 

“Let the people see what I’ve seen.” 

The reason the world saw what she saw was because of another hero in this 

story: the Black press.  (Applause.)  That’s a fact.  Jet Magazine, the Chicago 

Defender, and other Black radio and newspapers were unflinching and brave in 

making sure America saw what she saw.  (Applause.)  And I mean it. 

Ida B. Wells — Ida B. Wells once said, and I quote, “The way to right wrongs is 

to turn the light of truth upon the wrongs.”  “Turn the light of truth upon the 

wrongs.”  

That’s the sacred view, in my view.  That’s the sacred charge of a free 

press.  And I mean that. 

That’s what someone we still miss so much, who you honored posthumously, 

stood for.  Gwen Ifill.  (Applause.) 

You know, she was among the very best.  We talked about it at the table.  She 

moderated my first debate for Vice President and was a trusted voice for 

millions of Americans. 

Gwen understood that the louder the noise, the more it’s on all of us to cut 

through the noise to the truth. 

The truth matters. 



 

As I said last year at this dinner, a poison is running through our democracy and 

parts of the extreme press.  The truth buried by lies, and lies living on as truth. 

Lies told for profit and power.  Lies of conspiracy and malice repeated over and 

over again, designed to generate a cycle of anger, hate, and even violence.  A 

cycle that emboldens history to be buried, books to be banned, children and 

families to be attacked by the state, and the rule of law and our rights and 

freedoms to be stripped away.  And where elected representatives of the people 

are expelled from statehouses for standing for the people.  (Applause.) 

I’ve made clear that we know in our bones — and you know it too — our 

democracy remains at risk.  But I’ve also made it clear, as I’ve seen throughout 

my life, it’s within our power, 

each and every one of us, to preserve our democracy.  We can.  We must.  We 

will. 

I’d like to make a toast — if I had a glass.  (Laughter.) 

My grandfather Ambrose Finnegan said, “If you ever make a toast without 

liquor, you got to hold it in your left hand.”  (Laughter.)  You all think I’m 

kidding.  I’m not.  I’m probably the only Irishman you’ve ever met who’s never 

had a drink in his life.  Anyway. 

I’d like to make a toast, seriously. 



At this inflection point in history, let us commit that we’ll be a nation that will 

embrace light over darkness, truth over lies, and finally, finally, finally restore 

the soul of the nation. 

Hear, hear.  (A toast is offered.) 

Ladies and gentleman — 

Can I give you that? 

MS. KEITH:  Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT:  I’m going to turn this over to Roy.  Roy, the podium is 

yours.  

I’m going to be fine with your jokes, but I’m not sure about Dark Brandon.  (The 

President puts on sunglasses.)  (Laughter and applause.) 

All yours, pal. 

10:35 P.M. EDT 



 

Appendix 2: Reference 

 

NO STATEMENT TIES 
COHESIVE 

ITEM 

PRESUPPOSED 

ITEM 
ANALYSIS 

01 THE PRESIDENT:  

Well, thank you, Tam, 
for that introduction — 

I think.  (Laughter.) 

3 - You 

- That 

- I 

- Tam 

- Introduction 

- President Biden 

In this text conveyed three items of 

cohesive devices namely “You”, 
“that” and “I”. The item “You” refers 

back to Tam. The item “That” refers 

forward to demonstrate the 
introduction. The item “I” refers to 

the speakers or President Biden. This 

statement use the personal reference 
and demonstrative reference. 

02 Let me start on a 

serious note.  Jill, 

Kamala, Doug, and I, 
and members of our 

administration are here 

to send a message to the 
country and, quite 

frankly, to the world: 

The free press is a pillar 

— maybe the pillar — 
of a free society, not the 

enemy.  (Applause.) 

3 - Me 

- I 

- Our 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden, 

Jill, Kamala and 

members of 
administration 

In the speech for this statement 

conveyed three items of cohesive 

device. The items namely “me”, “I”, 
“Our”. The item “Me” refers to the 

President  signifies the President's 

intention to address a serious matter 
or issue. The item “I” refers to the 

President Biden Himself.  The item 

"our," the President includes  other 

members of their administration, 
highlighting the collaborative nature 

of the message. It underscores a 

sense of unity and shared purpose 



among the speaker and their team. 

However, this statement use personal 

reference. 

03 Thomas Jefferson wrote 

— you all know this 

quote.  Thomas 
Jefferson wrote, “Were 

it left to me to decide 

whether we should have 

a government without 
newspapers or 

newspapers without a 

government, I should 
not hesitate…to prefer 

the latter.” 

5 - You 

- This 

- Me 

- We 

- I 

- The Audience 

- Quote 

- Thomas 

Jefferson 

- A group 
includes Thomas 

Jefferson 

- Thomas 
Jefferson 

In this statement or utterances 

delivered by President Biden 

conveyed five items. The item “You” 
refers to the Audiences directly. 

While the item “I”, in this case  

refers to Thomas Jefferson himself 

not the President. The reason is 
because The President is quoting an 

opinion by Thomas Jefferson. 

However in this utterances delivered 
by President Biden used personal 

reference. 

04 To Evan’s parents Ella, 

Mikhail, and sister 
Danielle, as I’ve told 

you in person: We — 

not just me — we all 
stand with you. Evan 

went to report in Russia 

to shed light on the 

darkness that you all 
escaped from years ago. 

Absolute courage.  A 

handwritten letter from 
prison to his family, 

10 - I 

- You 

- We 

- Me 

- We 

- You 

- That 

- You 

- His 

- I  

- President Biden 

- Evan’s Parents 

(Ella & Mikhail) 

- A group 
includes 

President Biden. 

- President Biden 

- The Family 

(Ella, Mikhail, 
and Danielle) 

- Darkness 

- The Family 

In this statement has ten items consist 

of “I(2X)”, “You(2X)”, “Me”, 
:”We(2X)”, “His”, and “That”. The 

item “I” it used twice in this 

statement, the first “I” refers to 
President Biden. The Second “I” it is 

refers to Evan who wrote the letter 

and quoting by President Biden. Next 

item it is “You” used twice in the 
speech which refers to Evan’s 

Family. The item “Me” it is refers to 

President Biden himself to tell not 
just himself. Another item “His” it is 



 

Evan wrote, quote, “I 

am not losing hope.”  

(Applause.) 

(Ella, Mikhail, 

and Danielle) 

- Evan 

- Evan 

refers to Evan. The last item is 

“That” refers back to Darkness 

suggests that Evan went to report in 
Russia to expose or reveal the 

negative aspects or hidden truths 

about the difficult and oppressive 
circumstances that his family had 

escaped from years ago. However, in 

this statement used nine items of 
personal reference and one items of 

demonstrative reference. 

05 In an interview, his 

mom Ella said, “One of 
the American qualities 

that we absorbed is to 

be optimistic.  That’s 

where we stand right 
now.”  To the entire 

family: Everyone in 

this hall stands with 
you.  (Applause.)  

We’re working every 

day to secure his 
release, looking at 

opportunities and tools 

to bring him home.   

10 - His 

- That 

- We 

- That 

- We 

- This 

- You 

- We 

- His 

- Him 

 

- Evan 

- American 

Qualites 

- Everyone 
includes 

President Biden 

- Optimistic 

- Everyone or 

group includes 

President Biden 

- Hall 

- The entire 
family 

- Everyone 

includes the 
President Biden 

In this statement or utterance 

contained ten items of reference 
namely “You”, “His(2X)”, 

“We(4X)”, “Him” and “That”. The 

item “You” it is refers to the entire 

family, mention by President Biden 
directly. Second item is “His” used 

twice refers to Evan.  While the item 

“We” used four times to tell the 
families and the audience about 

everyone includes the president 

himself and his administration. The 
last item is “Him” which is refers to 

Evan. In this statement used personal 

reference and demonstrative 

reference. 



and his 

administration. 

- Evan 

- Evan 

 

06 We keep the faith. We 

also keep the faith for 

Austin — Austin Tice.  

(Applause.)  His mom 
Debra is here tonight.  

(Applause.)  She knows 

from our several 
conversations — the 

conversations with me 

and my senior staff — 

we are not giving up. 
As I told you at this 

dinner last year, as I 

told you in the Oval 
Office, you’ve raised an 

incredible son. 

14 - We 

- We 

- His 

- She 

- Our 

- Me 

- My 

- We 

- I 

- You 

- This 

- I 

- You 

- You 

- Everyone 

includes 

President Biden 
and his 

administration. 

- Everyone 
includes 

President Biden 

and his 

administration. 

- Austin 

- Debra 

- President and 

his senior staff 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

and his 

administration 

(Senior Staff) 

- President Biden 

- Debra 

In this sentence used fourteen items 

namely “We(3X)”, “His”, “Our”, 

“Me”, “My”, “I(2X)”, “You(3X)”, 

“She”, “This”. The item “We” is used 
three times and it is refers to 

everyone includes president Biden 

and his administration. The item 
“Our” refers to President’s 

conversations with the senior staff. 

“His” it is refers to Evan. 

“She” refers to Evan’s mom Debra. 
“You” used three times and refers to 

Evan’s mom Debra. The items of “I”, 

“Me”, “My” are refers to President 
Biden. The last item is “that” which 

is refers to demonstrate the dinner. 

However, this statement used the 
personal reference and demonstrative 

reference. 



 

- Dinner 

- President Biden 

- Debra 

- Debra 

07 When he was a kid, he 

was an Eagle Scout, a 

Big Brother, a born 
protector, a U.S. Marine 

— three tours in Iraq 

and Afghanistan. As a 
consequence of Austin 

showing the world the 

cost of war, he’s been 
detained in Syria for 

nearly 11 years. It’s 

simply wrong.  It’s 

outrageous.  And we are 
not ceasing our effort 

to get him, find him, 

and bring him home.  
(Applause.) 

8 - He 

- He 

- He 

- We 

- Our 

- Him 

- Him 

- Him 

- Austin Tice 

- Austin Tice 

- Austin Tice 

- President Biden 
and others who 

are involved in 

the effort. 

- President Biden 

and others who 

are involved in 
the effort. 

- Austin Tice 

- Austin Tice 

- Austin Tice 

In this statement there are eight items 

of reference consist of “He(3X)”, 

“We”, “Our”, and “Him(3X). The 
item “He” is used three times and it 

refers to Austine Tice where is talked 

about by President.  The items of 
“We” and “Our” refers President 

Biden and his administration or 

others who are involved in the effort. 
However, in this statement used only 

one type of personal reference. 

08 Tonight, our message is 

this: Journalism is not a 

crime. Evan and Austin 
should be released 

immediately, along with 

every other American 

2 - Our 

- Other 

- President Biden 

and his 
administration/te

am. 

- Comparison 
between Evan, 

- In this statement there is two items 

of reference namely “Our” and 
“Other”. The item “Our” it refers to 

individuals includes President Biden 

who support the release of Evan, 

Austin, and other Americans who are 



held hostage or 

wrongfully detained 

abroad.  (Applause.) 

Austin and other 

American 

citizens held as 
hostage. 

held hostage or wrongfully detained 

abroad. The item “other” is 

comparing Evan and Austin to other 
Americans who are held hostage or 

wrongfully detained abroad. The use 

of "other" suggests that Evan and 
Austin are part of a group of 

individuals facing similar 

circumstances, and their release 
should be prioritized along with the 

release of others who are also in 

captivity or wrongful detention. 

However this statement use the 
reference of personal reference and 

comparative reference 

09 Paul Whelan — 

unjustly held in Russia 
for more than four 

years, whose brave 

sister I’ve met with and 
whose family has never 

quit fighting for Paul.  

And I promise you 
neither will I and 

neither will this 

administration until we 

get him home.   

7 - I 

- I 

- You 

- I 

- This 

- We 

- Him 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- The Paul’s 
family and the 

audiences. 

- President Biden 

- Administration 

- President Biden 

and his 
administration 

- Paul Whelan 

In this statement use several items of 

reference. The first "I" is used by the 
president to refer to himself, 

indicating that they have personally 

met with Paul Whelan's brave sister. 
The second "I" is used again by the 

president to refer to himself, 

emphasizing his personal 
commitment to continue fighting for 

Paul Whelan's release. The “You" are 

used to directly address the audience 

or the family being spoken to. It 
indicates that the President Biden is 



 

making a promise to them. The 

demonstrative “This" is used to refer 

to the current administration, 
indicating that the President is 

referring to the administration are a 

part of or associated with. It suggests 
that the administration is committed 

to working towards getting Paul 

Whelan home. The “We” used to 
refers collective group or people 

including President Biden. The item 

“Him” it is refers to Paul mention by 

President Biden.  

10 And there are other 

Americans being 

unjustly held in Iran, 

Venezuela, China, and 
elsewhere.  Their 

stories may not make 

headlines or hashtags, 
but every day — every 

day, their family looks 

at that empty chair at 
the kitchen table — 

birthdays, 

anniversaries, holidays 

without them.  The 
pain of living in limbo.  

6 - Other 

- Their 

- Their 

- Them 

- It 

- Worse 

- American being 

unjustly held. 

- American 
unjustly held. 

- American 
unjustly held. 

- American 

unjustly held 

- Pain living in 

limbo 

- Compare to the 
pain of having 

lost a child. 

 

In this statement contained six items 

of reference namely “Other”, 

“Their(2X)”, “Them”, “It”, and 

“Worse”. The item “Other” and 
“Worse” it is a comparative, “Other” 

comparing Evan & Austin to people 

or person who in similar 
circumstances being unjustly held. 

While “Worse” used to compare two 

different types of pain: the pain of 
living in limbo and the pain of 

having lost a child. The item "It's" 

refers to the pain or the experience of 

living in limbo. While “Their” used 
twice and “Them” both items refers 



In a sense, it’s almost 

worse than the pain of 

having lost a child and 
looking at that empty 

chair.  The stress of not 

knowing.  The sorrow 
of uncertainty. 

to the American who unjustly held. 

In this statement used personal to 

indicate the identity and comparative 
reference to compare something. 

11 But I want them and 

their families to know 

Jill and I understand.  
We see them.  They 

are not forgotten.  And I 

promise you I am 
working like hell to get 

them home.  

(Applause.) As a nation, 

we’ll never give up on 
hope.  Things can get 

better.  Things can 

turn.  Things can 
change. 

13 - I 

- Them 

- Their 

- I 

- We 

- Them 

- They 

- I 

- You 

- I 

- Them 

- We 

- Better 

- President Biden 

- American 
unjustly held 

- American 

unjustly held 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 
and his team or 

administration. 

- American 
unjustly held 

- American 

unjustly held 

- President Biden 

- The audience 
and the families 

- President Biden 

- American 

unjustly held 

- President Biden 

In this statement used several items 

of the reference namely “I(4X)”, 

“You”, “We(2X), “Them(3X)”, 
“They”, “Their”, “Better”. The first 

item “I” is used four times and it is 

refers to The President Biden 
himself, telling that his intention to 

help the family of losing member and 

strong will promise to bring the 

unjustly held back home to their 
family. The item “Them" is used 

three times and "Their" both refer to 

the unjustly held Americans and their 
families, recognizing their situation 

and the challenges they face. While 

the item "They" also refers to the 
unjustly held Americans. Another 

item is “We” used twice and refers to 

the people or groups includes 

President Biden. The last item is 
“Better” refers to change that become 



 

and others. 

- Compare current 
“Things”  to 

improved one 

improve and positive. 

However in this statement used 

personal reference and comparative 
reference. 

12 Tonight, unlike last 

year, Brittney Griner is 
here with her wife 

Cherelle.  (Applause.) 

Brittney — where you 

are, kid?  Stand up.  

Come on.  (Applause.)  

I love this woman.  

Love you, Brittney. 
This time last year, we 

were praying for you, 

Brittney, hoping you 
knew how hard all of us 

were fighting for your 

release. It’s great to 
have you home.  

(Applause.)  And, boy, I 

can hardly wait to see 

you back on the court, 
kid. Remember your 

promise.  I get to bring 

my granddaughter, my 
All-State girl, to see 

you.  Right?  

19 - Her 

- You 

- I 

- This 

- You 

- This 

- We 

- You 

- You 

- Us 

- Your 

- You 

- I 

- You 

- Your 

- I 

- My 

- My 

- You 

- Brittney Griner 

- Brittney Grinner 

- President Biden 

- Woman 

- Brittney 

- Time/Present 
Time 

- Everyone or 
collective group 

includes the 

president and 

administration. 

- Brittney 

- Brittney 

In this statement contains nineteen 

items of reference. The first item 
"Her" refers to Brittney Griner's wife, 

possession of Brittney. Second item 

"You" refers to Brittney Griner 
addressed by president Biden. "I" 

refers to the speaker which is 

President Biden. "This" expresses the 

President's love for Brittney. The 
item "We" refers to a collective group 

including President Biden and likely 

referring to the audience or people 
involved in supporting Brittney. The 

item "Us" includes the President and 

others in the collective group. "Your" 
refers to Brittney Griner. The item 

"My" is  used twice to indicates 

possession by  President Biden. The 

last item "You" it is refers to Brittney 
Griner directly addressed by 

President Biden. However, this 

statement used reference of personal 
and demonstrative. 



(Laughter.) 

13 Because of our 

unrelenting efforts, 

we’ve been able to 
bring home dozens of 

hostages and 

wrongfully detainees — 

wrongful detainees 
from Afghanistan, 

Burma, Haiti, Iran, 

Rwanda, Venezuela, 
across West Africa, and 

around the world. 

But we’re doing 
everything we can to 

prevent these cases 

from occurring in the 

first place. 

5 - Our 

- We 

- We 

- We 

- These 

- President Biden 

and others or his 

team. 

- President Biden 

and others 

- President Biden 

and others 

- President Biden 
others 

- Cases 

In this statement contain five items of 

reference such as “Our” refers to 

possession efforts of President Biden 
and others or his administration. 

Therefore, the item “We” it is used 

three times and all refers to President 

Biden and his administrations. While 
“These” refers to the cases of 

hostages and wrongful detainees. 

However, this statement only used 
two types of references namely 

personal and demonstrative. 

14 For example, the State 

Department added the 

threat of detention as a 
new risk indicator to its 

travel advisories to go 

along with the threat of 

kidnapping to warn 
Americans where these 

threats are highest 

3 - Its 

- These 

- Highest 

- State 

Department 

- Threats 

- Level of threats 

In this statement contains three items 

of reference It" refers to the action of 

adding the threat of detention as a 
new risk indicator to the State 

Department's travel advisories. 

"These" refers to the threats of 

detention and kidnapping mentioned 
earlier in the sentence. 

"Highest" refers to the level or 



 

abroad. degree of the threats, indicating that 

the advisories are specifically aimed 

at warning Americans about the 
locations where these threats are 

most severe or prevalent. Implies that 

there are varying levels of threat, and 
the adjective "highest" is used to 

indicate the most extreme or 

significant level of threat among 
them. However, this statement used 

all types of the references including 

personal, demonstrative, and 

comparative reference. 

15 I also recently signed 

an executive order 

increasing the 

consequences for 
criminal groups and 

terrorists who engage in 

the appalling practice of 
treating human beings 

as bargaining chips, 

political pawns. And 
just two days ago, my 

administration 

announced the first 

sanctions under this 
new authority, 

3 - I 

- My 

- This 

- President Biden 

- President 

Biden’s 
administration 

- New authority 

In this statement “I” refers to the 

speaker, who is President Biden 

himself. “My” indicates possession 

or ownership of administration by 
President Biden. “This” refers to the 

"new authority" mentioned earlier in 

the text. It is referring to the 
executive order signed by President 

Biden, which increased the 

consequences for criminal groups 
and terrorists. This statement only 

used personal and demonstrative 

reference. 



punishing individuals 

and security services in 

Russia and Iran who’ve 
been part of the 

wrongful defen- — 

detention of Americans. 

16 Above all, across 

government, experts are 

working day and night 

to bring our fellow 
Americans home, much 

of which, as you well 

know, we can’t talk 
about.  Concern that it 

will backfire. But my 

commitment — my 

commitment is to bring 
them home, just as I 

know your 

commitment is to 
continue to be a free 

and fearless press. And 

that’s what we honor 
tonight. 

And this is not 

hyperbole: You make it 

possible — you make it 
possible for ordinary 

13 - Our 

- You 

- We 

- My 

- My 

- Them 

- I 

- Your 

- That 

- We 

- You 

- You 

- That 

- Fellow 

americans 

- The Press or The 
Audience 

- President Biden 

and 
others/audience. 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- Fellow 

americans 

- President Biden 

- The Press 

- Being a free and 

fearless press. 

- President Biden 
and others/ his 

administration. 

- The Press 

- The Press 

- Laugh at 

Our" refers to the collective 

possession or belonging of the 

President Biden and possibly others 

involved in the government or the 
discussion who are their friends, 

family, relative, etc. 

"You" refers to the audience or the 
press, addressing their commitment 

and role. 

"We" used twice in the statement and 

it is refers to the collective group that 
includes the President and possibly 

others involved. 

"My" indicates a possessive pronoun, 
suggesting a personal connection or 

ownership. “My” refers to the 

president Biden to emphasize his 
commitment. 

"Them" refers to the fellow 

Americans who are being brought 

home. 
"I" refers to the speaker or President 



 

citizens to question 

authority— and, yes, 

even to laugh at 
authority — without 

fear or intimidation. 

That’s what makes this 
nation strong. 

authority 

without fear or 

intimidation 

Biden himself. 

"Your" refers to the possessive form 

of "you," addressing the commitment 
or role of the audience or the press. 

"That" refers to the act of making it 

possible for ordinary citizens to 
question authority and laugh at 

authority without fear or 

intimidation. 
However this statement only used 

personal and demonstrative 

references 

17 So, tonight, let us show 
ourselves and the world 

our strength, not just by 

the example of our 

power, but by the power 
of our example Folks, I 

know a lot has changed 

in the press.  I’ve had a 
lot of conversations 

with a lot of you.  This 

is not your father’s 
press from 20 years 

ago.  No, I’m serious.  

And you all know it 

better than I do.  But 
still, it is consequential 

13 - Us 

- Ourselves 

- Our 

- Our 

- Our 

- I 

- I 

- You 

- This 

- I’m 

- You 

- Better 

- I 

- President Biden 
& Audiene (as a 

citizen of US) 

- President Biden 
& Audiene (as a 

citizen of US 

- President Biden 

& Audiene (as a 

citizen of US 

- President Biden 

& Audiene (as a 

citizen of US 

- President Biden 

& Audiene (as a 

citizen of US 

- President Biden 

- In this statement contains of thirteen 
items of reference such as “I(4X)” 

mention by President four times and 

it is refers to the President himself. 
Another item “You(2X)” mention 

twice and  refers to audience 

addressed by President Biden. The 
“Us” refers to the President, the 

audience, and possibly other 

individuals who are part of the 

collective group. While the 
"Our(4X)," mention four times by 

President Biden it is refers to 

President Biden and the audiences a 
part of a unified group. The item 

“This” refers to the current state or 



and essential. - President Biden 

- The Audience 

- Condition of the 

Press 

- President Biden 

- The Audience 

- Compare to 

knowledge 

(President Biden 

& The 
Audience) 

- President Biden 

nature of the press. It suggests that 

the press has undergone significant 

changes and is different from what it 
used to be 20 years ago. The item 

“Better” refers to the President 

comparing the audience's knowledge 
or understanding of the press to their 

own, suggesting that the audience 

knows the topic "better" or more 
thoroughly than the President does. 

In this statement used all types of 

reference which is the personal 

reference, demonstrative reference 
and personal reference. 

18 After all, I believe in 

the First Amendment — 

not just because my 
good friend Jimmy 

Madison wrote it.  

(Laughter and 
applause.)  In a lot of 

ways, this dinner sums 

up my first two years in 
office.  (Laughter.)  I’ll 

talk for 10 minutes, 

take zero questions, and 

cheerfully walk away.  
(Laughter.) Yeah, I 

9 - I 

- My 

- It 

- This 

- My 

- I 

- I 

- I 

- My 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- The Amendment 

- The Dinner 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

In this sentence contain nine items of 

reference namely “My(3X)”, 

“I(4X)”, “It”, and “This”. The item 
“My” is used three times and it is 

refers to President Biden’s 

possession or ownership. The item 
“I” also refers to President Biden and 

it used four times. The item “It’  

refers back to the First Amandment. 
The last item is “This” refers to the 

dinner, the current event.. However 

in this  



 

know, I just announced 

my reelection 

campaign. 

19 Some of you — some 

of you scooped that I’d 

announce in a video.  
But, really, you really 

all thought in your 

heart that I’d just blurt 

it out, didn’t you?  
(Laughter.) 

 

MS. O’DONNELL:  
We try.  (Laughter.) 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  

And, look, I get that 

age is a completely 

reasonable issue.  It’s 

on everybody’s mind. 

10 - You 

- You 

- I 

- You 

- Your 

- I 

- You 

- We 

- I 

- That 

- The Audience 

- The Audience 

- President Biden 

- The Audience 

- The Audience 

- President Biden 

- The Audience 

- Ms.O’DONNEL

L and 
everyone/the 

audience. 

- President Biden 

- Age 

In this statement contains of ten 

items namely “I” mention three times 

and all of it refers to the President. 
Second item “You” mention by 

President four times and all of it 

refers to the audience. Also “Your” 

refers to the audience too. The item 
“We” refers to the response of 

Ms.O’DONNEL answering Mr. 

President, not just Ms.O’DONNEL 
but the others too 

“That’ demonstrate the president 

know age is a reasonable issue. 

20 And everyone — by 

“everyone” I mean the 

New York Times.  

(Laughter.)  Headline: 
“Biden’s advanced age 

is a big issue.  Trump’s, 

however, is not.”  
(Laughter.) Sorry, that 

6 - I 

- That 

- I 

- I 

- I 

- Him 

- President Biden 

- New York Times 

Pitchbot 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- Guy/Trump 

In this statement conveyed six items 

of reference. The item “I(4X)” 

mention four times and it refers to 

the President Biden himself. “Him” 
refers back to the guy that mention 

by President Biden. “That” refers to 

the previous mention of the New 
York Times Pitchbot. It is used to 



was a New York Times 

Pitchbot.  I apologize.  

(Laughter.) I love that 
guy.  I should do an 

interview with him.  

(Laughter.) 

indicate a specific entity or thing 

previously 

21 You might think I don’t 

like Rupert Murdoch.  

That’s simply not true.  

How could I dislike the 
guy who makes me 

look like Harry Styles?  

(Laughter and 
applause.) You call me 

old?  I call it being 

seasoned.  You say I’m 

ancient?  I say I’m 
wise.  You say I’m over 

the hill?  Don Lemon 

would say that’s a man 
in his prime.  (Laughter 

and applause.) 

16 - You 

- I 

- That 

- I 

- Me 

- You 

- Me 

- I 

- You 

- I 

- I 

- I 

- You 

- I 

- His 

- That 

- The 

Audience/Indivi

duals 

- President Biden 

- Don’t like 

Ruppert 
Murdoch. 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- The 

Audience/Indivi
duals 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- The Audience 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- The 

Audience/Indivi

duals 

In this statement contain sixteen ties 

or items of reference such as “I” 

mention seven times and refers back 

to the speaker which is the President. 
While item “Me” it is also refers to 

President Biden to give himself 

identity. Another item “You” mention 
four times. It refers to the audience 

and some hypothetical individuals 

whose might have opinions about 

President Biden. The item “That” to 
indicate President is making a direct 

connection to the previous statement 

and suggesting that the assumption or 
perception of their dislike for Rupert 

Murdoch is not true. 



 

- President Biden 

- A man 

- A man in his 

prime 

22 Folks, it’s wonderful to 
be back here again, 

proving I haven’t 

learned a damn thing.  
(Laughter.) I want 

everybody to have fun 

tonight, but please be 

safe. 
 

If you find yourself 

disoriented or confused, 
it’s either you’re drunk 

or Marjorie Taylor 

Greene.  (Laughter and 
applause.) 

5 - I 

- I 

- You 

- Yourself 

- You 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- The Audience 

- The Audience 

- The Audience 

- In this statement contains five items 

of reference such “I” used twice 

represents for the President Biden 

identity or refer to himself. The item 
“You” used twice in this statement 

and it is refers to the audience or 

people being spoken to. Also 
“Yourself” it refers to the audience. 

However, this statement only used 

personal reference. 

23 Tam, thank you for 

hosting us.  I love NPR 

— (applause) — (leans 
into the microphone) — 

because they whisper 

into the mic like I do.  
(Laughter.) 

 

But not everybody 

6 - You 

- Us 

- I 

- They 

- I 

- That 

- Tam 

- President Biden 
and others 

- President Biden 

- NPR 

- President Biden 

- Not everybody 
loves NPR 

- In this statement conveyed six items 

of reference namely “I(2X)”, “You”, 

“They”, “Us” and “That”. The item 
“I” it is refers to President Biden 

himself and its used twice. The 

“You” it refers to Tam for hosting the 
President and others. The “Us” refers 

to people including the President. 

The item “They” it is refers back to 



loves NPR.  Elon Musk 

tweeted that it should 

be defunded. 

the NPR. While the “That” is refers 

back to indicates Elon Musk tweeted 

“But not everybody loves NPR” 

24 Well, the best way to 

make NPR go away is 

for Elon Musk to buy 
it.  (Laughter and 

applause.)  And that’s 

more true than you 

think.  (Laughter.)  
Anyway. This dinner is 

one of the two great 

traditions in 
Washington.  The other 

one is underestimating 

me and Kamala.  

(Applause.) Well, the 
truth is we really have a 

record to be proud of. 

7 - It 

- More 

- You 

- This 

- Other 

- Me 

- We 
 

- NPR 

- True (a higher 
degree or level 

of truthfulness) 

- The Audience 

- Dinner 

- Two great 

traditions in 
Washington 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

and Kamala 

 

In this statements conveyed seven 

items of reference namely “You”, 

“Me”, “We”, “It”, “This”, “More” 
and “Other”. The item of “You, Me, 

We, It” is the personal reference. 

“We” refers to the President and 

Kamala, “You” refers to the audience 
addressed by the President, “Me” 

refers to the President, while “It” 

refers back to NPR. The item “This” 
demonstrate or to refers the event of 

dinner. Also the item “Other” " refers 

to comparing the two tradition, one 

of it underestimating the President 
and Kamala. However, in this 

statement it is used all types of 

reference including personal 
reference, demonstrative reference, 

and comparative reference. 

25 Vaccinated the nation.  

Transformed the 
economy.  Earned 

historic legislative 

victories and midterm 
results. But the job isn’t 

2 - I 

- It 

- President Biden 

- The Job 

In this statement consist of two ties 

or items namely “I” and “It”. The “I” 
it refers back to the speaker himself 

which is President Biden himself. 

While “It” refers back to the job that 
mention earlier. However this 



 

finished.  I mean — it 

is finished for Tucker 

Carlson.  (Applause.) 

statement only used personal 

reference. 

26 THE PRESIDENT:  

What are you wooing 

about like that?  
(Laughter.)  Like you 

think that’s not 

reasonable?  Give me a 

break.  (Laughter.)  Just 
give me a break. 

Look, like I often say, 

don’t compare me to 
the Almighty, compare 

me to the alternative.  

We added 12 million 

jobs, and that’s just 
counting the lawyers to 

— who defended the 

president.  (Laughter.) 

9 - You 

- You 

- Me 

- Me 

- I 

- Me 

- Me 

- We 

- That 

- The Audience 

- Wooing 
(Reaction) 

- The Audience 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

and 

others/team/adm
inistration. 

- 12 million jobs 

In this statement conveyed ten items 

of reference such as “I” mention by 

President Biden and its  refers to 
himself. While “Me(4X)” mention 

four times by President Biden and it 

is also referring back to President 

Biden himself. Moreover, the item 
“You” mention by President Biden to 

addressed the audience who are 

being spoken to. Other item such as 
“We” which is referring to President 

Biden and his administration or with 

others. Therefore, item “That” refer 

to the fact or statement that was just 
mentioned, which is the addition of 

12 million jobs. It serves to 

emphasize and draw attention to the 
scale of job growth. 

However, this statement only used 

the personal reference and 
demonstrative reference. 

27 Had Ron DeSantis — I 

had a lot of Ron 

DeSangi- — Ron 
DeSantis jokes ready, 

8 - I 

- Me 

- His 

- He 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- Guy/Ron 

DeSantis 

In this sentence contains eight ties or 

items of reference namely “I(3X)”, 

“Me”, “He(3X)”, and “His”. The “I” 
is used three times, one it is refers to 



but bicke- — but 

Mickey Mouse beat the 

hell out of me and got 
there first.  (Laughter 

and applause.) Now, 

look — can’t be too 
rough on the guy.  After 

his reelection as 

governor, he was asked 
if he had a mandate.  

He said, “Hell no, I’m 

straight.”  (Laughter.)  

“I’m straight.”  
(Applause.) 

- He 

- He 

- I’m 

- I’m 

- Guy/Ron 

DeSantis 

- Guy/Ron 

DeSantis 

- Guy/Ron 
DeSantis 

- Ron DeSantis 

- Ron Desantis 

President Biden, the other two refers 

to Ron DeSantis. The item “Me” it 

refers to President Biden. While 
“He” that mention three times refers 

to Ron DeSantis 

28 I’ll give you time to 

think that one through.  

You got it? 

5 - I 

- You 

- That 

- You 

- It 

- President Biden 

- The Audience 

- One through 

- The Audience 

- Time to think 

In this statement conveyed five items 

of reference namely “I” refers to the 

President, “You’ it is used twice and 
refers to the audience. “That" refers 

to the statement made by Ron 

DeSantis about not having a mandate 
previously and saying he is 

"straight." While “It” refers back to 

time to think, here the President 
allow the audience to think about 

that. 

29 Look, you all keep 

reporting my approval 
rating is at 42 percent.  

9 - You 

- My 

- You 

- The audience 

- President Biden 

- The Audience 

In this statement contains nine items 

of reference such “I” mention by 
President Biden and it is refers to the 



 

But what do you — but 

I think you don’t know 

this: Kevin McCarthy 
called me and asked 

me, “Joe, what the hell 

is your secret?”  
(Laughter.) 

- I 

- You 

- This 

- Me 

- Me 

- Your 

- President Biden 

- The Audience 

- Kevin asked Joe 

Biden 

- Joe (President 

Biden) 

President himself. Also “Me” 

mention twice and My  mention by 

president Biden and its refers to 
himself and his possession of 

approval rating. “Your” and “You” 

are directed towards the audience or 
the individuals being addressed by 

the President. While “This” the 

President indicates that he’s about to 
share something noteworthy or 

surprising. However, in this 

statement only used personal 

reference and demonstrative 
reference. 

30 I’m not even kidding 

about that one.  

(Laughter.) The 
Speaker is trying to 

claim a big win this 

week, but the last time 
Republicans voted on 

something  that 

hapless, it took 15 tries.  
(Applause.) 

4 - I 

- That 

- This 

- That 

- President Biden 

- One 
(conversation 

Kevin McCarthy 

& President 
Biden) 

- Big Win 

- Something 

Hapless 

 

In this statement contains four items 

of reference namely “I”, “That(2X)” 

and “This”. The item “I” it is refers 
to the President Biden. The item 

“That” it is used twice, the first refers 

to something (Jokes), the second one 
refers to a previous action or attempt 

that Republicans voted on and that 

was hapless. This" is referring to a 
situation or event that the Speaker is 

trying to claim as a big win "or  

refers to the current week. Trying to 

claim a big win during this particular 
week. However this sentence it is 



only used personal reference and 

demonstrative reference. 

31 Last year, your favorite 
Fox News reporters 

were able to attend 

because they were fully 
vaccinated and boosted. 

This year, with that 

$787 million 

settlement, they’re here 
because they couldn’t 

say no to a free meal.  

(Laughter.) And hell, 
I’d call Fox honest, 

fair, and truthful, but 

then I could be sued for 

defamation.  
(Laughter.) It ain’t 

nothing compared to 

what they do to me.   

9 - Your 

- They 

- This 

- They 

- They 

- I 

- I 

- They 

- Me 

- The Audience 

- Fox News 

Reporters 

- Year 

- Fox News 

Reporters 

- Fox News 

Reporters 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- Fox News 

Reporters 

- President Biden 
 

In this statement contains nine items 
of reference such as “I(2X)”, “Me”, 

“Your”, “They(4X)”, “This”. The 

item “I” mention twice and its refers 
to President Biden himself. The item 

“Me” it is also refers to President 

Biden. “Your” refers to the audiences 

addressed by President Biden, also it 
is possession of the audience’s 

favourite. “They” it refers to Fox 

News Reports. “This” is used to refer 
to the current year. However this 

sentence used only personal 

reference and demonstrative 

reference. 

32 Look, I hope the Fox 

News team finds this 

funny.  My goal is to 

make them laugh as 

hard as CNN did when 

they read the 

settlement.  (Laughter.) 
But then again, CN- — 

7 - I 

- My 

- Them 

- As hard as 

- They 

- They 

- I 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- Fox News team 

- Comparing 

CNN & Fox 
News 

- CNN 

In this statement contains seven 

items of reference namely “I(2X)” 

mention twice and both refers to 

President Biden. Then the item “My” 
just like the pronoun “I” but this for 

ownership or possession that refers to 

President Biden’s goal to make Fox 
News laugh. “Them” is refers to Fox 



 

CNN was like, “Wow, 

they actually have $787 

million?”  (Laughter.)  
Whoa. Folks, I go 

where the people are — 

“The Daily Show.”  
(Applause.) 

- Fox News 

- President Biden 

New team, mention by the President. 

The “They” mention twice, both 

refers to CNN. The item “As hard as” 
is refers to comparing or to making 

the Fox News laugh as hard as CNN 

did. 

33 Roy is a great guy.  He 

once dubbed me the 

Jay-Z of Delaware.  
(Laughter.)  Don’t let 

that look on your face.  

You did.  
Tonight, he asked me to 

keep it short.  He even 

offered me 10 bucks if 

I’d keep it under 10 
minutes.  

10 - He 

- Me 

- That 

- Your 

- You 

- He 

- Me 

- He 

- Me 

- I 

- Roy 

- President Biden 

- Look on Roy’s 

face. 

- Roy 

- Roy 

- Roy 

- President Biden 

- Roy 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

In this statement there are several 

items namely “He(3X)” mention 

three times and all of it refers to Roy. 
Another item “I” which is refers to 

President Bident. Also “Me” mention 

three times and all of it refers to 
President Biden himself. Therefore 

“Your” refers to Roy, possession of 

his face. And the last  “That” 

demonstrate or indicate the look on 
Roy’s face. However this statement 

used personal and demonstrative. 

34 Look, I’m going to 
leave the jokes to the 

pros.  But let me 

conclude on a 

genuinely serious note. 

2 - I 

- Me 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

In this statement contains of two item 
namely “I” and “Me” both serve as 

personal reference and it is refers to 

the President Biden himself 

35 Roy was born in 

Bormingham [sic] — 

born in Birmingham, 
Alabama.  He 

3 - He 

- He 

- His 

- Roy 

- Roy 

- Roy 

In this statement contain of three 

tems namely “He(2X)” and “His”. 

The pronouns and possessive 
determiners "he" and "his" all refer to 



graduated from a great 

HBCU, Florida A&M.  

(Applause.)  He started 
in journalism to follow 

in the footsteps of his 

father, Roy Wood Sr., 
who covered the Civil 

Rights Movement. 

Roy Wood Jr. This statement only 

used personal reference. 

36 During Black History 

Month this year, I 
hosted the screening of 

the movie “Till.”  

(Applause.)  The story 
of Emmett Till and his 

mother is a story of a 

family’s promise and 

loss and a nation’s 
reckoning with hate, 

violence, and the abuse 

of power. 

3 - This 

- I 

- His 

- Year 

- President Biden 

- Emmet Till 

- In this statement contains three items 
of references namely “This, I, and 

His”. The item “This” refers to the 

current year during which the 

President hosted the screening of the 
movie "Till" in celebration of Black 

History Month. The Item “I” it refers 

back to the speech which the 
President Biden. However, this 

statement only used two types of 

reference namely personal and 
demonstrative. 

37 It’s a story that was 

seared into our memory 

and our conscience — 
the nation’s conscience 

— when Mrs. Till 

insisted that an open 
casket for her murdered 

and maimed 14-year-

6 - Our 

- Our 

- Her 

- He 

- She 

- I 

- A Nation or 

group or 

community 
includes 

President Biden 

(Citizen of US) 

- A Nation or 

group or 

In this statement contains six items of 

reference namely “Our(2X)”, “Her”, 

“He”, “She”, “I”. The item “Our” it 
is used twice refers to the collective 

memory and conscience of the 

President and the nation. "I" refers to 
Mrs.Till, who is recounting the story 

and expressing their perspective or 



 

old son be the means by 

which he was 

transported.  She said, 
“Let the people see 

what I’ve seen.” 

 

community 

includes 

President Biden 
(Citizen of US) 

- Mrs.Till 

- Emmett Till 

- Mrs.Till 

- Mrs. Till 

involvement. The item "Her" and 

"She" both refer to Mrs. Till, the 

mother of the murdered and maimed 
14-year-old son. The “He” refers to 

the 14-year-old son who was 

murdered and maimed. 

38 The reason the world 

saw what she saw was 

because of another 
hero in this story: the 

Black press.  

(Applause.)  That’s a 

fact.  Jet Magazine, the 
Chicago Defender, and 

other Black radio and 

newspapers were 
unflinching and brave 

in making sure America 

saw what she saw.  
(Applause.)  And I 

mean it. 

7 - She 

- Another 

- This 

- That 

- Other 

- She 

- I 

- Mrs.Till 

- Another Hero 
(Black press) 

- Story 

- A Fact 

- Other Black 

Radio & 
Newspapers 

- Mrs.Till 

- President Biden 

The item "She" is referring to Mrs. 

Till. The item "Another" and "Other" 

describing the Black press and 
additional entities. The item "This" 

and "That" referring to the world 

seeing what Mrs. Till saw and the 

role of the Black press 
"I" referring to the speaker or 

President Biden  

39 Ida B. Wells — Ida B. 

Wells once said, and I 
quote, “The way to 

right wrongs is to turn 

the light of truth upon 

6 - I 

- That 

- My 

- That 

- President Biden 

- The Sacred view 

- President Biden 

- The Sacred view 

In this statement contains six  items 

of reference namely “I(2X)”, “My”, 
“That”. The item “I” is used twice in 

the speech and it is refers to 

President Biden himself. The item 



the wrongs.”  “Turn the 

light of truth upon the 

wrongs.” That’s the 
sacred view, in my 

view.  That’s the sacred 

charge of a free press.  
And I mean that. 

- I 

- That 

of a free press. 

- President Biden 

- The sacred view 

of a free press 

“My” is just the same as “I” which is 

refers to President Biden but in 

possession of his view about free 
press. The “That” is used three time 

to refers to the concept of "turning 

the light of truth upon the wrongs," 
which is introduced through a quote 

by Ida B. Wells. The President 

emphasizes the significance of this 
concept, considering it a sacred view 

and a sacred charge of a free press. 

However this statement only used 

personal reference and demonstrative 
reference. 

40 That’s what someone 

we still miss so much, 

who you honored 
posthumously, stood 

for.  Gwen Ifill.  

(Applause.) You know, 
she was among the very 

best.  We talked about 

it at the table.  She 
moderated my first 

debate for Vice 

President and was a 

trusted voice for 
millions of Americans. 

11 - We 

- You 

- You 

- She 

- Best 

- We 

- She 

- My 

- That 

- The more 

- Us 

- President Biden 

and others 

- The Audience 

(Citizen of US) 

- The Audience. 

- Gwen Ifill 

- Comparing 
Gwen and other 

people 

- President Biden 
and others.  

- Gwen Ifill 

- President Biden 

The item"We" is used to indicate the 

President and others. The item "You"  

used twice refers direct address to the 
audience or the people being spoken 

to. The item "She" is mentioned, it 

refers to  Gwen Ifill who standing as 
one of the best in her field, 

showcasing her expertise as a 

journalist. The word "Best" is 
utilized to describe Gwen Ifill's 

excellence and skill among the other 

whose have best skill. The pronoun 

"We" reappears, refers to the speaker 
and  others in the ongoing 



 

Gwen understood that 

the louder the noise, the 

more it’s on all of us to 
cut through the noise to 

the truth. 

- Understood, the 

louder the noise 

- Comparing the 

level of 

responsibility to 
seek the truth. 

- Everyone or 

every 
individuals 

include 

President Biden 

conversation or discussion. "She" is 

referred to again, this time recalling 

Gwen Ifill's role as the moderator in 
the speaker's initial Vice Presidential 

debate. The possessive pronoun 

"My" signifies a personal of 
President Biden possesion. "That" 

points to Gwen Ifill's understanding 

and approach to cutting through 
noise to reach the truth. "The more" 

emphasizes the correlation between 

increasing noise and the shared 

responsibility to navigate through it. 
Lastly, "Us" denotes the collective 

effort of all individuals, highlighting 

the joint endeavor to seek truth 
amidst the noise. In this statements 

show it is used all types of references 

including personal, demonstrative, 

and comparative. 

41 As I said last year at 

this dinner, a poison is 

running through our 
democracy and parts of 

the extreme press.  The 

truth buried by lies, and 

lies living on as truth. 

3 - I 

- This 

- Our 

- President Biden 

- Dinner 

- President  

- Democracy of 

the President and 
the audience (US 

Government). 

In this statement contains of there 

items of reference namely “I”, 

“This”, “Our”. The word “I” it is 
refers to the speaker which the 

President himself. The item “This” is 

used to refer to the particular dinner 

event being discussed, serving as a 
way to draw attention to and indicate 



the significance of that specific 

occasion. Our" indicates possession 

or association with the President and 
the larger collective group to which 

the President Biden belongs. 

However this statement only used 
personal and demonstrative. 

42 Lies told for profit and 

power.  Lies of 

conspiracy and malice 
repeated over and over 

again, designed to 

generate a cycle of 
anger, hate, and even 

violence.  A cycle that 

emboldens history to be 

buried, books to be 
banned, children and 

families to be attacked 

by the state, and the 
rule of law and our 

rights and freedoms to 

be stripped away.  And 
where elected 

representatives of the 

people are expelled 

from statehouses for 
standing for the people.  

2 - That 

- Our 

- Emboldens  

- The audience, 
The President 

and Citizen of 

US 

In this statement contains two items 

of reference namely “That” and 

“Our” "That" refers to the cycle of 
anger, hate, and violence that is 

emboldened by the lies of conspiracy 

and malice. While “Our” " refers to 
the collective possession or 

belonging of the President and 

possibly others.It implies a shared 

sense of ownership, responsibility, or 
connection. In the given context, 

"our" indicates a shared 

responsibility for protecting the rule 
of law, rights, and freedoms. 



 

(Applause.) 

43 I’ve made clear that we 

know in our bones — 

and you know it too — 
our democracy remains 

at risk.  But I’ve also 

made it clear, as I’ve 

seen throughout my 
life, it’s within our 

power, each and every 

one of us, to preserve 
our democracy.  We 

can.  We must.  We 

will. 
 

I’d like to make a toast 

— if I had a glass.  

(Laughter.) 

16 - I 

- We 

- Our 

- You 

- Our 

- I 

- I 

- My 

- Our 

- Us 

- Our 

- We 

- We 

- We 

- I 

- I 

- President Biden 

- Everyone, 
includes 

President and 

the audience 

- Everyone 

includes the 

President 

- The audience 

- Democracy of 

the President 
Biden and the 

audience (US 

Government). 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

and others 

- Everyone 

includes 

President Biden 

- Democracy of 

the President 

Biden and the 
audience (US 

In this statement it is contains sixteen 

items of references namely “I(5X), 

“You”, “We(4X), “My”, “Our(4X) 
and “Us”. The item “I” it is mention 

five times and all of it refers to the 

speaker which is the President. Also 

“We” refers to the collective group or 
people that including the President. 

“You” it mention by the President 

addressed the audience which refers 
to the audience. “Our” it is mention 

four times by President it refers to 

possession of the President and the 
others. Also “Us” refers to the 

collective group or community, 

emphasizing the shared role and 

participation of all in preserving 
democracy. However in thi statement 

only used the personal reference. 



Government). 

- Everyone, 
includes 

President and 

the audience 

- Everyone, 

includes 

President and 

the audience 

- Everyone, 

includes 

President and 

the audience 

- President Biden 

- President Biden 

44 My grandfather 

Ambrose Finnegan 

said, “If you ever make 

a toast without liquor, 
you got to hold it in 

your left hand.”  

(Laughter.)  You all 
think I’m kidding.  I’m 

not.  I’m probably the 

only Irishman you’ve 
ever met who’s never 

had a drink in his life. 

9 - You 

- You 

- Your 

- You 

- I 

- I 

- I 

- You 

- His 

- Anyone 

- Anyone 

- Anyone 

- The audience 

- President Biden 

- President biden 

- President Biden 

- The audience 

- President Biden 

In the statement conveyed nine items 

of reference such as “I(3X)”, 

“You(4X)”, “Your” and “His”. The 

“You” and “Your” used in President 
Biden quoting his grandfather advice 

is refers to President Biden himself, 

but in this context President Biden is 
in sharing a story or experience and 

can be said that “You” “Your” refers 

to anyone who listen to that advice. 
In this statement there is another 

“You” which is refers to the audience 



 

who the president is spoken to. The 

item “his” it refers to President Biden 

himself. In this statement used only 
personal reference which is only use 

the pronouns. 

45 At this inflection point 
in history, let us 

commit that we’ll be a 

nation that will embrace 

light over darkness, 
truth over lies, and 

finally, finally, finally 

restore the soul of the 
nation. 

 

 

 

3 - This 

- Us 

- We 

- Inflection 

- The President 

and 

others/audience/
listeners. 

- The President 

and 
others/audience/

listeners 

In this statement has three items of 
references namely “This”, “Us”, and 

“We”. The first item “This” is a 

demonstrate referring the inflection 

emphasizes the importance and 
significance of the present moment. 

The “Us” includes the speaker and 

possibly the audience or a broader 
group of people who are being 

addressed. It signifies a sense of 

inclusion, suggesting that everyone 

should join together in the 
commitment. The item "We" is also a 

collective pronoun that encompasses 

the speaker and others who share the 
same commitment. However in this 

sentence used demonstrative and 

personal reference. 

46 THE PRESIDENT:  
I’m going to turn this 

over to Roy.  Roy, the 

podium is yours.  I’m 
going to be fine with 

5 - I 

- Yours 

- I 

- Your 

- President Biden 

- Roy 

- President Biden 

- Roy 

- In this sentence has five items of 

reference such as “I(3X),  “Yours”, 

”Your”. The item “I” used three 
times and it is refers to the speaker 

himself, in this case refers to 



your jokes, but I’m not 

sure about Dark 

Brandon.  (The 
President puts on 

sunglasses.)  (Laughter 

and applause.) 

- I - President Biden President Biden. The “Yours” and 

“Your” it is refers to Roy. However 

this statement use  

 



 

Appendix 3 : Conjunction 

 

NO STATEMENTS TIES COHESIVE ITEM 

01 

Let me start on a serious note.  Jill, 

Kamala, Doug, and I, and members 

of our administration are here to 

send a message to the country and, 
quite frankly, to the world: The free 

press is a pillar — maybe the pillar 

— of a free society, not the enemy.  
(Applause.) 

 

3 - And 

- And 

- And 

02 

Thomas Jefferson wrote — you all 

know this quote.  Thomas Jefferson 
wrote, “Were it left to me to decide 

whether we should have a 

government without newspapers or 
newspapers without a government, I 

should not hesitate…to prefer the 

latter.” 

 

1 - Or 

03 

To Evan’s parents Ella, Mikhail, 

and sister Danielle, as I’ve told you 

in person: We — not just me — we 
all stand with you. 

 

1 - And 

04 

To the entire family: Everyone in 

this hall stands with you.  
(Applause.)  We’re working every 

day to secure his release, looking at 

opportunities and tools to bring him 
home.  We keep the faith. 

 

1 - And 

05 

We also keep the faith for Austin — 

Austin Tice.  (Applause.)  His mom 
Debra is here tonight.  (Applause.)  

She knows from our several 

conversations — the conversations 
with me and my senior staff — we 

are not giving up. 

2 - Also 

- And 



 

06 

When he was a kid, he was an 

Eagle Scout, a Big Brother, a born 
protector, a U.S. Marine — three 

tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 

2 - When 

- And 

07 
Austin — Austin was a fearless 
journalist and a future lawyer. 

 

1 - And 

08 

It’s simply wrong.  It’s outrageous.  
And we are not ceasing our effort to 

get him, find him, and bring him 

home.  (Applause.) 

2 - And 

- And 

10 

Evan and Austin should be released 
immediately, along with every other 

American held hostage or 

wrongfully detained abroad.   

2 - And 

- Or 

11 

Paul Whelan — unjustly held in 
Russia for more than four years, 

whose brave sister I’ve met with 

and whose family has never quit 
fighting for Paul.  And I promise 

you neither will I and neither will 

this administration until we get him 
home.  (Applause.) 

 

4 - And 

- And 

- And 

- until 

12 

And there are other Americans 

being unjustly held in Iran, 
Venezuela, China, and elsewhere.  

Their stories may not make 

headlines or hashtags, but every 
day — every day, their family looks 

at that empty chair at the kitchen 

table — birthdays, anniversaries, 

holidays without them.  The pain of 
living in limbo.  In a sense, it’s 

almost worse than the pain of 

having lost a child and looking at 
that empty chair.  The stress of not 

knowing.  The sorrow of 

uncertainty.  

 

5 - And 

- And 

- Or 

- But 

- And 



 

13 

But I want them and their families 

to know Jill and I understand.  We 

see them.  They are not forgotten.  
And I promise you I am working 

like hell to get them home.   

4 - But 

- And 

- And 

- And 

14 

It’s great to have you home.  
(Applause.)  And, boy, I can hardly 

wait to see you back on the court, 

kid.  Remember your promise.  I get 

to bring my granddaughter, my All-
State girl, to see you.  Right?   

1 - And 

15 

Because of our unrelenting efforts, 

we’ve been able to bring home 
dozens of hostages and wrongfully 

detainees — wrongful detainees 

from Afghanistan, Burma, Haiti, 

Iran, Rwanda, Venezuela, across 
West Africa, and around the world. 

But we’re doing everything we can 

to prevent these cases from 
occurring in the first place. 

 

 

4 - Because 

- And 

- And 

- But 

16 

I also recently signed an executive 
order increasing the consequences 

for criminal groups and terrorists 

who engage in the appalling 
practice of treating human beings as 

bargaining chips, political pawns. 

And just two days ago, my 

administration announced the first 
sanctions under this new authority, 

punishing individuals and security 

services in Russia and Iran who’ve 
been part of the wrongful defen- — 

detention of Americans. 

 

5 - Also 

- And 

- And 

- And 

- And 

17 

Above all, across government, 
experts are working day and night 

to bring our fellow Americans 

home, much of which, as you well 
know, we can’t talk about.  Concern 

4 - And 

- But 

- And 

- And 



that it will backfire. But my 

commitment — my commitment is 

to bring them home, just as I know 
your commitment is to continue to 

be a free and fearless press.And 

that’s what we honor tonight. 
 

18 

And this is not hyperbole: You 

make it possible — you make it 

possible for ordinary citizens to 
question authority — and, yes, even 

to laugh at authority — without fear 

or intimidation. 
 

3 - And 

- And 

- Or 

19 

So, tonight, let us show ourselves 

and the world our strength, not just 

by the example of our power, but 

by the power of our example. 

 

2 - And 

- But 

20 

Folks, I know a lot has changed in 
the press.  I’ve had a lot of 

conversations with a lot of you.  

This is not your father’s press from 

20 years ago.  No, I’m serious.  
And you all know it better than I 

do.  But still, it is absolutely 

consequential and essential. After 

all, I believe in the First 

Amendment — not just because my 

good friend Jimmy Madison wrote 

it.  (Laughter and applause.)  
 

5 - And 

- But 

- And 

- After 

- Because 

21 

In a lot of ways, this dinner sums up 

my first two years in office.  
(Laughter.)  I’ll talk for 10 minutes, 

take zero questions, and cheerfully 

walk away 

1 - And 

22 

THE PRESIDENT:  And, look, I 
get that age is a completely 

reasonable issue.  It’s on 

everybody’s mind. And everyone 
— by “everyone” I mean the New 

3 - And 

- And 

- However 



 

York Times.  (Laughter.)  Headline: 

“Biden’s advanced age is a big 

issue.  Trump’s, however, is not.”   

23 

I want everybody to have fun 

tonight, but please be safe. If you 

find yourself disoriented or 
confused, it’s either you’re drunk or 

Marjorie Taylor Greene.   

3 - But 

- Or 

- Or 

24 

Tam, thank you for hosting us.  I 

love NPR — (applause) — (leans 
into the microphone) — because 

they whisper into the mic like I do.  

(Laughter.) But not everybody 
loves NPR.  Elon Musk tweeted that 

it should be defunded. 

 

2 - Because 

- But 

25 

Well, the best way to make NPR go 
away is for Elon Musk to buy it.  

(Laughter and applause.)  And 

that’s more true than you think.  
(Laughter.)  Anyway. This dinner is 

one of the two great traditions in 

Washington.  The other one is 

underestimating me and Kamala.   

2 - And 

- And 

26 

Vaccinated the nation.  Transformed 

the economy.  Earned historic 

legislative victories and midterm 
results. But the job isn’t finished.  I 

mean — it is finished for Tucker 

Carlson 

1 - But 

27 
We added 12 million jobs, and 
that’s just counting the lawyers to 

— who defended the president.   

1 - And 

28 

Had Ron DeSantis — I had a lot of 

Ron DeSangi- — Ron DeSantis 
jokes ready, but bicke- — but 

Mickey Mouse beat the hell out of 

me and got there first.  (Laughter 
and applause.) Now, look — can’t 

be too rough on the guy.  After his 

reelection as governor, he was asked 

if he had a mandate.  He said, “Hell 

4 - But 

- But 

- And 

- After 



no, I’m straight.”  (Laughter.)  “I’m 

straight.” 

29 

Look, you all keep reporting my 
approval rating is at 42 percent.  

But what do you — but I think you 

don’t know this: Kevin McCarthy 
called me and asked me, “Joe, what 

the hell is your secret?”  (Laughter.)  

 

3 - But 

- But 

- And 

30 

The Speaker is trying to claim a big 
win this week, but the last time 

Republicans voted on something 

this — that hapless, it took 15 tries 

1 - But 

31 

Last year, your favorite Fox News 
reporters were able to attend 

because they were fully vaccinated 

and boosted. 
 

  

2 - Because 

- And 

 

32 

This year, with that $787 million 

settlement, they’re here because 
they couldn’t say no to a free meal.  

(Laughter.) And hell, I’d call Fox 

honest, fair, and truthful, but then I 
could be sued for defamation.   

4 - Because 

- And 

- And 

- But 

33 

Look, I hope the Fox News team 

finds this funny.  My goal is to 

make them laugh as hard as CNN 
did when they read the settlement.  

(Laughter.) But then again, CN- — 

CNN was like, “Wow, they actually 
have $787 million?” 

2 - When 

- But 

34 

Look, I’m going to leave the jokes 

to the pros.  But let me conclude on 

a genuinely serious note. 
 

1 - But 

35 

During Black History Month this 

year, I hosted the screening of the 
movie “Till.”  (Applause.)  The 

story of Emmett Till and his mother 

is a story of a family’s promise and 

loss and a nation’s reckoning with 

5 - During 

- And 

- And 

- And 

- And 



 

hate, violence, and the abuse of 

power. 

 

36 

It’s a story that was seared into our 

memory and our conscience — the 

nation’s conscience — when Mrs. 
Till insisted that an open casket for 

her murdered and maimed 14-year-

old son be the means by which he 

was transported.  She said, “Let the 
people see what I’ve seen.” 

 

3 - And 

- When 

- And 

37 

The reason the world saw what she 
saw was because of another hero in 

this story: the Black press.  

(Applause.)  That’s a fact.  Jet 

Magazine, the Chicago Defender, 
and other Black radio and 

newspapers were unflinching and 

brave in making sure America saw 
what she saw.  (Applause.)  And I 

mean it. 

 

4 - Because 

- And 

- And 

- And 

 

38 

Ida B. Wells — Ida B. Wells once 
said, and I quote, “The way to right 

wrongs is to turn the light of truth 

upon the wrongs.”  “Turn the light 
of truth upon the wrongs.”  That’s 

the sacred view, in my view.  That’s 

the sacred charge of a free press.  

And I mean that. 
 

2 - And 

- And 

39 

You know, she was among the very 

best.  We talked about it at the table.  
She moderated my first debate for 

Vice President and was a trusted 

voice for millions of Americans. 

 

1 - And 

40 

As I said last year at this dinner, a 

poison is running through our 

democracy and parts of the extreme 
press.  The truth buried by lies, and 

3 - As 

- And 

- And 



lies living on as truth. 

 

41 

Lies told for profit and power.  Lies 
of conspiracy and malice repeated 

over and over again, designed to 

generate a cycle of anger, hate, and 

even violence.  A cycle that 

emboldens history to be buried, 

books to be banned, children and 

families to be attacked by the state, 
and the rule of law and our rights 

and freedoms to be stripped away.  

And where elected representatives 
of the people are expelled from 

statehouses for standing for the 

people.   

8 - And 

- And 

- And 

- And 

- And 

- And 

- And 

- And 

42 

I’ve made clear that we know in our 
bones — and you know it too — 

our democracy remains at risk.  But 

I’ve also made it clear, as I’ve seen 
throughout my life, it’s within our 

power, each and every one of us, to 

preserve our democracy.  We can.  

We must.  We will. 
 

4 - And 

- But 

- Also 

- And 

43 

I’d like to make a toast, seriously. 

At this inflection point in history, let 
us commit that we’ll be a nation 

that will embrace light over 

darkness, truth over lies, and 

finally, finally, finally restore the 
soul of the nation. 

 

1 - And 

NOTE: Each types of Conjunctions is given highlight or marker in bold. 
The total ties of Conjunctions used in the speech transcript is 113 ties or 

item. 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix 4 : Substitution 

 

NO STATEMENT TIES 
PRESUPPOSED 

ITEM 

ANALYSIS 

01 Tam, thank you for hosting us.  
I love NPR — (applause) —  

(leans into the microphone) — 

because they whisper into the 
mic like I do 

1 - Whisper In this statement, the substitution is occur 
with the verb “do”to substitute the word 

“Whisper” in the speech. If not substitute, 

the statement probably sounds like “I love 
NPR – because they whisper to into the mic 

like I whisper too” 

02 Look, I hope the Fox News 

team finds this funny.  My goal 
is to make them laugh as hard 

as CNN did when they read the 

settlement.   

1 - Laugh In the sentence "My goal is to make them 

laugh as hard as CNN did when they read 
the settlement," the word "did" serves as a 

substitution. 

Here, "did" is used to refer back to the 
action of laughing that was mentioned in 

the previous clause. It substitutes for the 

complete phrase "laughed as hard as CNN 

did when they read the settlement." By 
using "did," the speaker implies that CNN 

laughed in a significant or noteworthy 

manner, and the goal is to elicit the same 
level of laughter from the Fox News team. 

03 Roy is a great guy.  He once 1 - Let that look In this statement, the substitution is occur 



dubbed me the Jay-Z of 

Delaware.  (Laughter.)  Don’t 

let that look on your face.  
You did.  

 

on face with the verb “did”to substitute the phrase 

“Let that look on face” in the speech. If not 

substitute, the statement probably sounds 
like “You let that look on your face” 

04 This dinner is one of the two 

great traditions in Washington.  

The other one is 

underestimating me and 

Kamala.  (Applause.) 

1 - Traditions In this case, the pronoun "one" in the 
phrase "The other one" serves as a 

substitution for the noun "tradition" 

mentioned in the previous sentence. This 

substitution allows for a smoother and more 
cohesive flow of the text by avoiding 

repetitive use of the word "tradition." It 

also helps establish a parallel structure 
between the two traditions mentioned, 

emphasizing the speaker's point about 

underestimation being a recurring pattern. 

If not substitute 



 

Appendix 5 : Ellipsis 

 

NO STATEMENT 
OMMITED 

WORD/PHRASE 
ANALYSIS 

01 

To the entire family: Everyone 

in this hall stands with you.  

(Applause.)  We’re working 
every day to secure his release, 

[……] looking at 

opportunities and tools to 
bring him home.   

[We are] In this statement, the omitted words in the 

text are "we are," which are understood but 

not explicitly stated. The phrase "We're 
working every day to secure his release" is 

followed by an ellipsis, indicating the 

omission of the repeated subject "we are." 
The complete sentence would be: "We are 

looking at opportunities and tools to bring 

him home." The use of ellipsis in this case 

helps to maintain conciseness and flow in 
the sentence while still conveying the 

intended meaning. 

02 

When he was a kid, he was an 
Eagle Scout, […..]a Big 

Brother, [……] a born 

protector, [……] a U.S. 

Marine — three tours in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

 

[He was] The omitted words in the text are "he 
was." The repeated phrase "When he was a 

kid, he was" is abbreviated using ellipsis to 

avoid redundancy. The complete sentence 

would be: "When he was a kid, he was an 
Eagle Scout, he was a Big Brother, he was 

a born protector, he was a U.S. Marine — 

three tours in Iraq and Afghanistan." The 
ellipsis represents the omission of the 

repeated verb "he was" in each phrase. 



03 

Because of our unrelenting 

efforts, we’ve been able to 

bring home dozens of hostages 
and wrongfully detainees — 

wrongful detainees from 

Afghanistan, Burma, Haiti, 
Iran, Rwanda, Venezuela, 

across West Africa, and around 

the world. But we’re doing 
everything we can […..] to 

prevent these cases from 

occurring in the first place. 

[Do] 

The omitted words in the text are "to do." 

The complete sentence could be: "But 
we're doing everything we can do to 

prevent these cases from occurring in the 

first place." The ellipsis represents the 
omission of the specific actions or 

measures being taken. 

04 

And just two days ago, my 
administration announced the 

first sanctions under this new 

authority, […..]punishing 

individuals and security 
services in Russia and Iran 

who’ve been part of the 

wrongful defen- — detention 
of Americans. 

[My administration is] The ellipsis is used to omit the repetition 
of the subject "my administration." 

Therefore, the full sentence would be "And 

just two days ago, my administration 

announced the first sanctions under this 
new authority, my administration is 

punishing individuals and security services 

in Russia and Iran who've been part of the 
wrongful detention of Americans." The use 

of ellipsis in this case helps to avoid 

redundancy in the sentence while 
maintaining clarity. 

05 

And this is not hyperbole: You 

make it possible — you make 

it possible for ordinary citizens 
to question authority — and, 

[For ordinary citizens] In the statement indicates the omission of 

the phrase "for ordinary citizens." The 

sentence would be complete as "You make 
it possible — you make it possible for 



 

yes, even [……]  to laugh at 

authority — without fear or 

intimidation. 
 

ordinary citizens to question authority — 

and, yes, even for ordinary citizens to 

laugh at authority — without fear or 
intimidation." The omission of the phrase 

in the ellipsis is done to avoid repetition 

and maintain the flow of the sentence. 

06 

So, tonight, let us show 

ourselves and […..]  the world 

our strength, not just by the 

example of our power, but by 
the power of our example. 

 

[les us show] In this statement, the ellipsis or omitted 

word is show. Even the word is being omit, 

still the text still can be understood. If not 

being omitted the sentence would be like 
“So, tonight let us show ourselves and let 

us show the world….” 

07 

But still, it is absolutely 
consequential and […...] 

essential. 

 

[Absolutely] he omitted words in the text are 
"absolutely essential." The complete 

sentence could be: "But still, it is 

absolutely consequential and absolutely 

essential." The ellipsis represents the 
omission of the repeated adjective 

"absolutely" for conciseness or emphasis. 

08 

This dinner is one of the two 
great traditions in Washington.  

The other one is 

underestimating me and […..] 

Kamala.   

[Underestimating] In this statement suggests the omission of 
the repeated phrase "underestimating" 

before "Kamala." Therefore, the complete 

sentence would be "This dinner is one of 

the two great traditions in Washington. The 
other one is underestimating me and 

underestimating Kamala." The use of 

ellipsis here helps to avoid repetition and 
maintain the flow of the sentence. 



09 

Well, the truth is we really 

have a record to be proud of 

[……] vaccinated the nation, 
[….] transformed the 

economy, [….] earned historic 

legislative victories and [….] 
midterm results. 

 

[We have] The complete sentence would be "Well, 

the truth is we really have a record to be 

proud of. We have vaccinated the nation, 
we have transformed the economy, we 

have earned historic legislative victories, 

and we have achieved positive midterm 
results." The ellipsis is used to omit the 

repetition of the phrase "we have" in order 

to avoid redundancy and maintain the flow 
of the sentence. 

10 

And hell, I’d call Fox honest, 

[….] fair, and [….] truthful, 

but then I could be sued for 
defamation.   

[I’d call Fox] The omitted words in the sentence "And 

hell, I'd call Fox honest, [….] fair, and 

[….] truthful, but then I could be sued for 
defamation" are "I'd call Fox." The 

complete sentence would be "And hell, I'd 

call Fox honest, I'd call Fox fair, and I'd 

call Fox truthful, but then I could be sued 
for defamation." Thank you for pointing 

that out. 

11 

A poison is running through 
our democracy and […..] parts 

of the extreme press.  The 

truth buried by lies, and lies 

living on as truth. 

[Running through] In this statement the omitted words is 
“Running through” if not omitted, the 

sentence would be “A poison is running 

through our democracy and running 

through parts of the extreme pres…” 

12 

Lies told for profit and 

[….]power.  Lies of 

conspiracy and malice 
repeated over and over again, 

[For] 

 

[Lies] 

In this statement there are two omitted 

words namely “for” and “lies”. If not 

being omitted, the sentence would be like 
“Lies told for profit and for power. Lies of 



 

[…..] designed to generate a 

cycle of anger, hate, and even 

violence.   

conspiracy and malice repeated over and 

over again, lies designed to generate a 

cycle of anger, hate and even violence” 

 

  



Appendix 6 : Repetition 

 

NO STATEMENTS/SENTENCES REPETED 

WORDS/PHRASE 

ANALYSIS 

01 Thomas Jefferson wrote — you all 

know this quote.  Thomas Jefferson 

wrote, “Were it left to me to decide 

whether we should have a government 

without newspapers or newspapers 

without a government, I should not 

hesitate…to prefer the latter.” 

 

- Thomas Jefferson 
wrote 

- Newspapers 

The repetition in the text emphasizes 

the President's point and highlights 
the significance of the quote by 

Thomas Jefferson. Additionally, the 

repetition of the word "newspapers" 
creates cohesion and underscores 

their crucial role in relation to 

government. 

02 To Evan’s parents Ella, Mikhail, and 
sister Danielle, as I’ve told you in 

person: We — not just me — we all 

stand with you. 

- We The repetition in the provided text 
emphasizes unity and solidarity. By 

using the pronoun "we" multiple 

times, the speaker emphasizes that 
the support extends beyond 

themselves and includes others as 

well. This repetition serves to 

reinforce the message of standing 
together and expressing solidarity 

with Evan's parents and sister, Ella, 

Mikhail, and Danielle. 

03 Secure his release, looking at 

opportunities and tools to bring him 

home.  We keep the faith. We also 

- We keep the faith 

- Austin Tice 

In the provided text serves to 

reinforce the message of maintaining 

faith and hope in a specific context. 



 

keep the faith for Austin — Austin 

Tice.  (Applause.)  His mom Debra is 

here tonight.  (Applause.)   

By repeating the phrase "We keep 

the faith," the President emphasizes 

the unwavering commitment and 
belief in securing the release of 

someone, likely an individual 

mentioned earlier. Furthermore, the 
repetition of the name "Austin" and 

the mention of his mother, Debra, 

highlights a specific case and 
personalizes the message. It 

underscores the solidarity and 

support for Austin Tice, and by 

having the audience applaud, it 
further emphasizes the importance of 

his situation. 

04 She knows from our several 

conversations — the conversations 
with me and my senior staff — we are 

not giving up. As I told you at this 

dinner last year, as I told you in the 
Oval Office, you’ve raised an 

incredible son. 

 

- Conversations 

- As I told you 

The repetition in the provided text 

emphasizes the President's consistent 
message and dedication. By 

mentioning "conversations" multiple 

times and specifying that they have 
occurred with both the speaker and 

their senior staff, it highlights the 

ongoing engagement and 
commitment to the matter being 

discussed. 

 

Additionally, the repetition of "I told 
you" emphasizes the continuity of 



the Presidents's reassurance and 

support. It underscores the personal 

connection and shared understanding 
between the President and the 

audience. 

05 Austin — Austin was a fearless 
journalist and a future lawyer. As a 

consequence of Austin showing the 

world the cost of war, he’s been 

detained in Syria for nearly 11 years. 

- Austin The repetition in the speech 
highlights the significance of 

Austin's identity and his current 

situation. By repeating the name 

"Austin," the President emphasizes 
his individuality and personal 

connection to the audience. the 

repetition in the text emphasizes 
Austin's unique qualities as a 

journalist and a future lawyer, and 

highlights the extended duration of 

his detention in Syria. It serves to 
evoke empathy and raise awareness 

of his circumstances. 

06 It’s simply wrong.  It’s outrageous.  
And we are not ceasing our effort to 

get him, find him, and bring him 

home.  (Applause.) 

- It’s 

- Him 

By repeating phrases such as "It's 
simply wrong" and "It's outrageous," 

the President emphasizes his strong 

disapproval and outrage towards the 

situation being discussed. 
Additionally, the repetition of 

phrases like "not ceasing our effort" 

and "find him, and bring him home" 
underscores the unwavering 



 

commitment and persistence in the 

pursuit of resolving the issue at 

hand. The mention of applause 
further emphasizes the collective 

support and agreement with the 

President's stance. 

07 And there are other Americans being 

unjustly held in Iran, Venezuela, 

China, and elsewhere.  Their stories 

may not make headlines or hashtags, 
but every day — every day, their 

family looks at that empty chair at the 

kitchen table — birthdays, 
anniversaries, holidays without them.   

- Every day The phrase "every day" is repeated 

in the speech. This repetition 

emphasizes the ongoing nature of the 

situation and underscores the 
consistent impact on the families 

affected. It serves to highlight the 

daily struggle and pain experienced 
by these families as they face the 

absence of their loved ones. 

08 The pain of living in limbo.  In a 

sense, it’s almost worse than the pain 
of having lost a child and looking at 

that empty chair.  The stress of not 

knowing.   

- The Pain The phrase "the pain" sets the tone 

for the emotional experience being 
discussed. The repetition of "pain" 

emphasizes the intensity and 

significance of this feeling. The 
repetition of "pain" highlights the 

severity of both experiences, 

suggesting that the pain of 

uncertainty in limbo can be even 
more distressing than the pain of 

losing a loved one. 

09 Because of our unrelenting efforts, 
we’ve been able to bring home dozens 

- Wrongful The phrase "wrongful detainees” 
emphasizes the nature of the 



of hostages and wrongfully detainees 

— wrongful detainees from 

Afghanistan, Burma, Haiti, Iran, 
Rwanda, Venezuela, across West 

Africa, and around the world. 

 

detainees being discussed. It 

highlights the fact that these 

individuals were held in captivity 
unjustly or unlawfully. By repeating 

the word, the speaker emphasizes 

their commitment to addressing the 
issue of wrongful detainment and 

their success in bringing home 

individuals who were unlawfully 
held in various locations, such as 

Afghanistan, Burma, Haiti, Iran, 

Rwanda, Venezuela, West Africa, 

and other parts of the world. The 
repetition reinforces the message of 

advocacy for justice and the 

speaker's determination to address 
the plight of wrongfully detained 

individuals. 

10 Above all, across government, experts 

are working day and night to bring 
our fellow Americans home, much of 

which, as you well know, we can’t 

talk about.  Concern that it will 
backfire. But my commitment — my 

commitment is to bring them home, 

just as I know your commitment is to 

continue to be a free and fearless 
press. 

- My commitment the repetition of the phrase "my 

commitment" serves to emphasize 
the President's dedication and 

resolve in bringing fellow Americans 

back home. By repeating the phrase, 
the speaker emphasizes the personal 

investment and unwavering 

determination to accomplish this 

goal. It conveys a sense of 
responsibility and duty on the part of 



 

the speaker. Additionally, the 

repetition of the word "commitment" 

in the context of the audience, 
referred to as the "free and fearless 

press," highlights their shared 

dedication to their respective roles. 

11 And this is not hyperbole: You make 

it possible — you make it possible 

for ordinary citizens to question 

authority — and, yes, even to laugh at 
authority — without fear or 

intimidation. 

- You make it possible The repetition of the phrase "you 

make it possible" emphasizes the 

significant role played by the 

audience or the group being 
addressed. It highlights their power 

and influence in enabling ordinary 

citizens to engage in critical thinking 
and expression without fear or 

intimidation. 

By repeating the phrase, the 

President underscores the audience's 
contribution in creating an 

environment where questioning 

authority and even finding humor in 
it is encouraged and protected. 

12 Some of you — some of you scooped 

that I’d announce in a video.  But, 

really, you really all thought in your 
heart that I’d just blurt it out, didn’t 

you?  (Laughter.) 

- Some of You Emphasis byy repeating the phrase 

"some of you," President Biden draw 

attention to a specific group of 
people among the audience. This 

repetition emphasizes that the 

following statement is directed at a 
particular subset of individuals, 



possibly those who had certain 

expectations. 

13 THE PRESIDENT:  And, look, I get 
that age is a completely reasonable 

issue.  It’s on everybody’s mind. 

And everyone — by “everyone” I 
mean the New York Times.  

(Laughter.)  Headline: “Biden’s 

advanced age is a big issue.  Trump’s, 

however, is not.”  (Laughter.) 

- Everyone Repetition of "everyone": The 
President uses the term "everyone" 

in two different contexts. Initially, it 

is used in a general sense to refer to 
people who have concerns about age. 

Then, it is used more specifically to 

refer to the New York Times when 

discussing an article headline. This 
repetition creates a rhetorical effect 

by contrasting a broad group with a 

specific subset, implying that the 
New York Times represents a 

particular perspective or voice within 

the larger group. 

14 Look, like I often say, don’t compare 

me to the Almighty, compare me to 

the alternative. 

- Compare me to Repetition of "compare me to": The 
President uses this phrase twice to 

emphasize a particular perspective 

on evaluation. By repeating 
"compare me to," the President sets 

up a contrasting framework for 

evaluation. The statement suggests 

that rather than comparing oneself to 
an unattainable ideal (the Almighty), 

it is more reasonable and relevant to 

compare oneself to an alternative. 
This repetition highlights the 



 

President's preferred approach to 

judgment and encourages the 

audience to adopt the same 
perspective. 

15 Now, look — can’t be too rough on 

the guy.  After his reelection as 
governor, he was asked if he had a 

mandate.  He said, “Hell no, I’m 

straight.”  (Laughter.)  “I’m 

straight.”   

- I’m straight Repetition of "I'm straight": The 

President repeats this phrase to 
highlight a humorous response to a 

question about having a mandate 

after reelection as governor. By 

repeating "I'm straight," the 
President plays on the double 

meaning of the phrase. In one sense, 

it could mean being honest or 
sincere, while in another sense, it 

could refer to one's sexual 

orientation. This repetition creates a 

comedic effect and elicits laughter 
from the audience. 

16 Had Ron DeSantis — I had a lot of 

Ron DeSangi- — Ron DeSantis 
jokes ready, but bicke- — but Mickey 

Mouse beat the hell out of me and got 

there first. 

- Ron DeSantis The President mentions the name 

"Ron DeSantis" twice, indicating a 
focus on this individual. This 

repetition serves to emphasize the 

subject of the speaker's jokes and 

remarks, suggesting that they had 
prepared material specifically 

targeting Ron DeSantis. 

17 Tonight he asked me to keep it short.  
He even offered me 10 bucks if I’d 

- Keep it The phrase "keep it" is repeated 
twice in the statement. It refers to the 



keep it under 10 minutes.  That’s a 

switch: 

request made to the speaker to limit 

the length of their speech. This 

repetition emphasizes the central 
theme of the request and underscores 

the importance of adhering to the 

time constraint. It also serves to 
create a sense of expectation and 

anticipation regarding the speaker's 

compliance. 

18 Roy was born in Bormingham [sic] 
— born in Birmingham, Alabama.  

He graduated from a great HBCU, 

Florida A&M.  (Applause.)  He 
started in journalism to follow in the 

footsteps of his father, Roy Wood Sr., 

who covered the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

- Born in Birmingham The speaker initially mentions that 
Roy was "born in Birmingham, 

Alabama," and later corrects a slight 

misspelling by saying "born in 
Birmingham" again. This repetition 

serves to emphasize Roy's birthplace 

and highlight the significance of his 

roots in Birmingham, particularly in 
relation to the Civil Rights 

Movement. It adds a sense of 

importance and connects Roy to the 
historical context of his birth city. 

19 The reason the world saw what she 

saw was because of another hero in 

this story: the Black press.   

- Saw Repetition of the word "saw" in this 

context serves to emphasize the 

shared experience or perception 
between the subject and the world, 

emphasizing the role of the Black 

press in facilitating this 
understanding. It suggests that the 



 

world was able to witness what 

Mrs.Till saw because of the Black 

press's involvement. 

20 Ida B. Wells — Ida B. Wells once 

said, and I quote, “The way to right 

wrongs is to turn the light of truth 

upon the wrongs.”  “Turn the light 

of truth upon the wrongs.” 

- Ida B. Wells 

- Turn the light of truth 
upon the wrongs 

Repetition of Ida B. Wells' name 

highlights her as the author of the 

quote. The repetition of the phrase 
"Turn the light of truth upon the 

wrongs" reinforces the central idea 

and emphasizes the recommended 

course of action. 

21 That’s the sacred view, in my view.  

That’s the sacred charge of a free 

press.  And I mean that. 

- That’s the sacred 

- View 

The word "sacred" is repeated twice, 

once in reference to the "sacred 

view" and once in reference to the 
"sacred charge." The repetition of 

"sacred" conveys a sense of 

importance, sanctity, and reverence 

attached to both the view being 
expressed and the responsibility of a 

free press. 

 
The phrase "in my view" is repeated, 

indicating Presiden Biden’s 

perspective or opinion on the matter. 

This repetition reinforces the 
personal nature of the viewpoint and 

emphasizes that it is based on the 

President’s perspective. 

22 Lies told for profit and power.  Lies - Lies In this text, the repetition of "lies" 



of conspiracy and malice repeated 

over and over again, designed to 

generate a cycle of anger, hate, and 
even violence. 

- Over  and "over and over again" reinforces 

the destructive nature of the 

falsehoods being propagated, 
particularly when used for nefarious 

purposes. 

 

  



 

Appendix 7 : Synonymy 

 

NO Statement Synonym Words/Phrase Analysis 

01 This year, with that $787 million 

settlement, they’re here because 
they couldn’t say no to a free meal.  

(Laughter.) And hell, I’d call Fox 

honest, fair, and truthful, but 

then I could be sued for 
defamation.   

- "I'd call Fox honest, 

fair, and truthful: 

In the given example, it is an example 

of synonymy, phrase "I'd call Fox 
honest, fair, and truthful," the words 

"honest," and "truthful" are used as 

synonyms. In this context, these words 

are employed to describe the speaker's 
perception of Fox News. The word 

"honest" suggests that Fox News is 

truthful, straightforward, and 
transparent in its reporting and 

presentation of information. The word 

"truthful" emphasizes that Fox News is 
committed to presenting accurate and 

factual information. It suggests that the 

network prioritizes the truth and avoids 

spreading misinformation or distorting 
facts. By using these synonymous terms 

together, the speaker emphasizes their 

belief that Fox News possesses these 
positive qualities.  

 



 

Appendix 8 : Metonymy 

 

No Statements Item  Analysis 

01 Let me start on a serious note.  Jill, 

Kamala, Doug, and I, and members of 

our administration are here to send a 

message to the country and, quite 
frankly, to the world: The free press 

is a pillar — maybe the pillar — of a 

free society, not the enemy.   

- The Country 

- The World 

In the given text, “The world” can be 

seen as a metonymy because it is 

used by President Biden to send a 

message to the global community or 
the people around the world. 

Also“The country”  serves as a 

metonymy. It represents the citizens, 
government, and overall nation of 

the United States. By referring to 

"the country," President Biden is 
addressing the collective interests, 

concerns, and well-being of the 

nation 

02 Thomas Jefferson wrote — you all 
know this quote.  Thomas Jefferson 

wrote, “Were it left to me to decide 

whether we should have a 
government without newspapers or 

newspapers without a government, I 

should not hesitate…to prefer the 

latter.” 

- Newspapers The word "newspapers" serves as a 
metonymy. It represents the freedom 

of the press, the role of journalism, 

and the dissemination of information 
to the public. Instead of explicitly 

mentioning the concept of freedom 

of the press, Thomas Jefferson uses 

the term "newspapers" as a 



 

representative symbol for the 

broader idea. 

03 In an interview, his mom Ella said, 
“One of the American qualities that 

we absorbed is to be optimistic.  

That’s where we stand right now.”  
 

- American The word "American" could be seen 
as a metonymy. Instead of referring 

to the individuals' nationality or 

citizenship of United States, it could 
be interpreted as representing certain 

qualities, values, or cultural aspects 

associated with being American, 

such as optimism and resilience. In 
this case, "American" is used 

symbolically to convey a broader 

idea or concept. 

04 Because of our unrelenting efforts, 

we’ve been able to bring home 

dozens of hostages and wrongfully 

detainees — wrongful detainees from 
Afghanistan, Burma, Haiti, Iran, 

Rwanda, Venezuela, across West 

Africa, and around the world. 

- The World In the context of the sentence, "the 

world" can be seen as a metonymy. It 

is used by President Bidento 

represent the global community or 
the collective nations and societies 

around the world. By referring to 

"the world," the speaker is 
emphasizing that the message being 

sent is not limited to the country 

alone but also has implications and 

relevance on a global scale. 

05 And just two days ago, my 

administration announced the first 

sanctions under this new authority, 
punishing individuals and security 

- Americans The term "Americans" in this context 

can be considered as an example of 

metonymy. It represents the citizens 
of the United States as a whole, 



services in Russia and Iran who’ve 

been part of the wrongful defen- — 

detention of Americans. 

using the name of the country to 

refer to its people or the citizens of 

the Unidet States 

06 Above all, across government, experts 

are working day and night to bring 

our fellow Americans home, much of 
which, as you well know, we can’t 

talk about.  Concern that it will 

backfire. 

- Americans The term "Americans" could be 

interpreted as metonymy. Here, 

"Americans" is used to refer to 
individuals who are citizens of the 

United States and are in need of 

assistance or rescue.  

07 Well, the truth is we really have a 
record to be proud of. Vaccinated the 

nation.  Transformed the economy.  

Earned historic legislative victories 
and midterm results. 

- Nation The phrase "vaccinated the nation, 
transformed the economy, earned 

historic legislative victories and 

midterm results" can be seen as 
metonymy, where "nation" 

represents the people or citizens of 

the country as a whole. It suggests 

that the achievements mentioned 
have had a broad and significant 

impact on the lives and well-being of 

the population. "nation" in this 
context serves as a metonymy for the 

collective body of citizens or the 

country's population which is United 

States of America 

08 It’s a story that was seared into our 

memory and our conscience — the 

nation’s conscience — when Mrs. 
Till insisted that an open casket for 

- The nation’s 

conscience 

"the nation's conscience" can be seen 

as a metonymy. Metonymy is a 

figure of speech where a word or 
phrase is used to represent 



 

her murdered and maimed 14-year-

old son be the means by which he was 

transported.  She said, “Let the people 
see what I’ve seen.” 

something closely associated with it. 

Here, "the nation's conscience" 

represents the collective moral and 
ethical awareness of the country as a 

whole. 

 
By referring to "the nation's 

conscience," the speaker is 

highlighting the profound impact of 
Mrs. Till's decision to have an open 

casket for her son. It suggests that 

her actions not only left a lasting 

impression on individuals but also 
resonated deeply with the shared 

values and ethical standards of the 

nation. 

09 The reason the world saw what she 
saw was because of another hero in 

this story: the Black press.  

(Applause.)  That’s a fact.  Jet 
Magazine, the Chicago Defender, and 

other Black radio and newspapers 

were unflinching and brave in making 
sure America saw what she saw.  

(Applause.)  And I mean it. 

- America The "American" in the given text 
could indeed be interpreted as 

metonymy. It represents not just the 

individuals themselves, but also their 
nationality, their identity as 

Americans, and the collective group 

of American citizens or people to 
saw what is Mrs.Till saw refers  the 

act of witnessing or perceiving the 

same truth or reality that Mrs. Till 

experienced. It symbolizes 
understanding, empathy, and 



acknowledgement of the pain and 

injustice inflicted upon her son.  

10 You know, she was among the very 
best.  We talked about it at the table.  

She moderated my first debate for 

Vice President and was a trusted 
voice for millions of Americans. 

- American In the given context, the word 
"Americans" represent to the citizens 

of the United States. Emphasizes the 

broad reach and impact of the person 
being described which is Gwen Ifill 

indicating that she was a trusted 

voice for a significant number of 

people across the country. The use of 
"Americans" highlights the 

collective audience or constituency 

that she served and the influence she 
had on a large scale. 

11 I’ve made clear that we know in our 

bones — and you know it too — our 

democracy remains at risk.  But I’ve 
also made it clear, as I’ve seen 

throughout my life, it’s within our 

power, each and every one of us, to 
preserve our democracy.  We can.  We 

must.  We will. 

- Democracy In the President Biden's speech, the 

word "democracy" can be interpreted 

as metonymy. It represents the 
broader concept of the United States 

government and its democratic 

principles. By using "democracy," 
President Biden is referring to the 

entire system of government and the 

values associated with it. 

12 At this inflection point in history, let 
us commit that we’ll be a nation that 

will embrace light over darkness, 

truth over lies, and finally, finally, 
finally restore the soul of the nation. 

- Nation In the given context of President 
Biden's speech, the word "nation" 

can indeed be interpreted as a form 

of metonymy. It represents the 
people, values, and overall identity 



 

 of the country, rather than referring 

directly to the physical land or 

administrative structure. The term 
"nation" is used metaphorically to 

evoke a sense of unity and collective 

purpose. Thank you for pointing out 
the metonymic usage in this quote. 



 

Appendix 9 : Hyponymy 

 

NO STATEMENTS SPECIFIC TERM GENERAL TERM ANALYSIS 

01 Let me start on a 

serious note.  Jill, 

Kamala, Doug, and I, 

and members of our 
administration are 

here to send a 

message to the 
country and, quite 

frankly, to the world: 

The free press is a 
pillar — maybe the 

pillar — of a free 

society, not the enemy.  

(Applause.) 

- Administration 

- Free Press 

- Government 

- Media 

The term "administration" 

often refers to the specific 

group of individuals who are 

responsible for managing and 
implementing policies within 

a government. The term 

"media" encompasses various 
forms of communication 

channels, such as newspapers, 

magazines, television, radio, 
and online platforms, that 

provide news and information 

to the public. The free press is 

an essential component of the 
broader media landscape, 

ensuring the dissemination of 

unbiased and independent 
news. 

02 Thomas Jefferson 

wrote — you all know 
- Government - United States 

Government 

 “Government” is a general 

term (Hypernymy) It 



 

this quote.  Thomas 

Jefferson wrote, 

“Were it left to me to 
decide whether we 

should have a 

government without 
newspapers or 

newspapers without a 

government, I should 
not hesitate…to prefer 

the latter.” 

represents a broader category, 

and specific forms or types of 

government, such as 
democracy, monarchy, or 

dictatorship. However, in this 

context the term of 
“Government” serve functions 

as a hyponymy with the 

general term of the United 
States Government 

03 Evan went to report in 

Russia to shed light 
on the darkness that 

you all escaped from 

years ago. 

- Russia - Country "Russia" as a hyponym, with 

the general term or hypernym 
of being "Country." 

04 In an interview, his 
mom Ella said, “One 

of the American 

qualities that we 
absorbed is to be 

optimistic.  That’s 

where we stand right 

now.” 

- American - Citizen of USA "American" refers to a 
specific nationality or 

citizenship associated with the 

United States. It represents a 
subset or specific example 

within the broader category of 

nationalities or citizenships. 

05 When he was a kid, he 

was an Eagle Scout, a 

Big Brother, a born 
protector, a U.S. 

- Iraq & 

Afghanistan 

- Country The terms "Iraq" and 

"Afghanistan" represent 

specific countries that Austin 
Tice had served in during his 



Marine — three tours 

in Iraq & 

Afghanistan 

tours. “Iraq” and 

“Afghanistan” are examples 

or subsets within the broader 
category of countries. 

06 Tonight, our message 

is this: Journalism is 
not a crime. 

- Journalism - Media The general term for 

journalism is "media." 
Journalism is a specific field 

or subset within the broader 

category of media, which 

encompasses various forms of 
communication and 

information dissemination, 

including newspapers, 
television, radio, online 

platforms, and more. The 

statement implies that within 

the broader concept of media, 
journalism should not be 

considered a crime. 

07 Evan and Austin 
should be released 

immediately, along 

with every other 

American held 
hostage or wrongfully 

detained abroad.   

- American - Citizen of USA "American" refers to a 
specific nationality or 

citizenship associated with the 

United States. It represents a 

subset or specific example 
within the broader category of 

nationalities or citizenships. 

08 Paul Whelan — 
unjustly held in 

- Russia 

- Administration 

- Country 

- Government 

Russia is a hyponym within 
the broader category of 



 

Russia for more than 

four years, whose 

brave sister I’ve met 
with and whose family 

has never quit fighting 

for Paul.  And I 
promise you neither 

will I and neither will 

this administration 
until we get him 

home.  (Applause.) 

countries. Russia represents a 

specific country mentioned in 

the statement. While the term 
“Administration” it is a 

hyponym within the broader 

category of governing bodies 
or organizations. The term 

"administration" refers to a 

specific governing 
administration or government. 

09 And there are other 

Americans being 
unjustly held in Iran, 

Venezuela, China, 

and elsewhere. 

- Americans 

- Iran, Venezuela, 

China 

- Citizens of USA 

- Country 

"American" refers to a 

specific nationality or 
citizenship associated with the 

United States. It represents a 

subset or specific example 

within the broader category of 
nationalities or citizenships. 

Iran: It is a hyponym within 

the broader category of 
countries. Iran, Venezuela, and 

China is a specific country 

within the broader category of 
“Countries” 

 

10 Because of our 

unrelenting efforts, 
we’ve been able to 

- Hostages 

- Afghanistan, 

Burma, Haiti, 

- Wrongfully 
Detained 

- Countries 

The term "hostages" is a 

hyponym within the broader 
category of individuals who 



bring home dozens of 

hostages and 

wrongfully detainees 
— wrongful detainees 

from Afghanistan, 

Burma, Haiti, Iran, 
Rwanda, Venezuela, 

across West Africa, 

and around the world. 

Iran, Rwan, 

Venezuela, West 

Africa 

are wrongfully detained or 

held against their will. 

Additionally, the specific 
locations mentioned, such as 

Afghanistan, Burma, Haiti, 

Iran, Rwanda, Venezuela, and 
Africa, serve as hyponyms 

within the broader category of 

geographic locations. 

11 For example, the State 
Department added 

the threat of detention 

as a new risk indicator 
to its travel advisories 

to go along with the 

threat of kidnapping to 

warn Americans 
where these threats are 

highest abroad. 

- Americans 

- State Department 

- Citizens of USA "American" refers to a 
specific nationality or 

citizenship associated with the 

United States. It represents a 
subset or specific example 

within the broader category of 

nationalities or citizenships. 

12 I also recently signed 
an executive order 

increasing the 

consequences for 

criminal groups and 
terrorists who engage 

in the appalling 

practice of treating 
human beings as 

- Terrorist - Militant The term “Militant” 
encompass a broader category 

of individuals or groups 

involved in armed conflict, 

including acts of terrorism, 
insurgency, or other forms of 

violence.  



 

bargaining chips, 

political pawns. 

13 And just two days 
ago, my 

administration 

announced the first 
sanctions under this 

new authority, 

punishing individuals 

and security services 
in Russia and Iran 

who’ve been part of 

the wrongful defen- 
— detention of 

Americans. 

- Russia and Iran 

- Americans 

- Country  

- Citizens of USA 

Russia and Iran are a 
hyponym within the broader 

category of countries. 

“American" refers to a 
specific nationality or 

citizenship associated with the 

United States. It represents a 

subset or specific example 
within the broader category of 

nationalities or citizenships. 

14 Above all, across 

government, experts 
are working day and 

night to bring our 

fellow Americans 
home, much of which, 

as you well know, we 

can’t talk about.  

Concern that it will 
backfire. 

- Americans - Citizens of USA American" refers to a specific 

nationality or citizenship 
associated with the United 

States. It represents a subset 

or specific example within the 
broader category of 

nationalities or citizenships. 

15 But my commitment 

— my commitment is 
to bring them home, 

- Pres - Journalism The term of "press" can be 

considered a hyponym, 
referring to the specific entity 



just as I know your 

commitment is to 

continue to be a free 
and fearless press. 

of news organizations and 

journalists. The broader 

category or hypernym for 
"press" is "journalism," which 

encompasses various forms of 

media engaged in reporting 
news and information. The 

President emphasizes the 

commitment to a free and 
fearless press, indicating the 

importance of journalism and 

its role in society. 

16 Folks, I know a lot has 
changed in the press.  

I’ve had a lot of 

conversations with a 

lot of you.  This is not 
your father’s press 

from 20 years ago.   

- Press - Journalism The term "press" refers to the 
specific entity of news 

organizations and journalists. 

It can be considered a 

hyponym within the broader 
category of "journalism." The 

President highlights that the 

press has undergone 
significant changes over time, 

indicating that it is not the 

same as the press from the 
past. The President implies the 

evolution and transformation 

of journalism practices 

compared to how it was two 
decades ago. 



 

17 You call me old?  I 

call it being seasoned.  

You say I’m ancient?  
I say I’m wise.  You 

say I’m over the hill?  

Don Lemon would say 
that’s a man in his 

prime.  (Laughter and 

applause.) 

- Old 

- Ancient 

- Wise 

- Age 

- Age 

- Wisdom 

T In the context of "old" and 

"ancient," their hypernym 

would be "age" or "old age." 
"Ancient" refers to a specific 

stage or period within the 

broader category of aging or 
old age. The general term for 

"wise" would be "wisdom." 

Wisdom encompasses the 
overall concept or quality of 

being wise, which includes 

having knowledge, insight, 

and good judgment. 

18 This dinner is one of 

the two great 

traditions in 

Washington.  The 
other one is 

underestimating me 

and Kamala.   

- Washington - City The term "Washington" refers 

to a specific location, namely 

Washington, D.C., the capital 

of the United States. 
Therefore, it can be 

considered a hyponym within 

the broader category of cities 

19 Vaccinated the nation.  

Transformed the 

economy.  Earned 

historic legislative 
victories and midterm 

results. 

- Nation 

- Legislative 

- Country 

- Government 

In the given text, "nation" 

refers to a specific collective 

entity, representing the entire 

country or population which is 
The United States. On the 

other hand, "legislative" is a 

term that specifically relates 
to the legislative branch of 



government or the process of 

making laws. It represents a 

subset within the broader 
category of government 

20 We added 12 million 

jobs, and that’s just 
counting the lawyers 

to — who defended 

the president.   

- Lawyers - Legal 

Professionals 

The term "lawyers" does 

represent a specific group of 
legal professionals. It can be 

considered a hyponym, with 

its hypernym being "legal 

professionals" who were 
involved in defending the 

president 

21 Now, look — can’t be 
too rough on the guy.  

After his re-election as 

governor, he was 

asked if he had a 
mandate.  He said, 

“Hell no, I’m 

straight.”  (Laughter.)  
“I’m straight.”  

(Applause.) 

- Governor 

- Mandate 

 

- Government 

- Authority 

The general term 
“Government” encompasses 

the broader concept of the 

system or organization 

responsible for governing and 
controlling a state. It includes 

various levels and branches of 

government such as executive, 
legislative, and judicial. 

Within the government, 

specific roles like governor, 

president, mayor, etc. The 
term "mandate" can be seen as 

a hyponym of "authority" as it 

refers to a specific type of 
authority granted to someone 



 

to carry out a particular action 

or decision. 

22 Last year, your 
favorite Fox News 

reporters were able to 

attend because they 
were fully vaccinated 

and boosted. 

- Fox News - Media Outlet Fox News" can be considered 
a hyponym in the context of 

news organizations. The  

general term, or hypernym, 
for it is "media outlets” 

23 Folks, I go where the 

people are — “The 

Daily Show.”  

(Applause.) 

- The Daily Show - Television 

Programs 

The Daily Show" is a 

television program known for 
its satirical take on current 

events, politics, and news. It 

features a host who provides 
commentary and interviews 

guests. As a specific show 

within the broader category of 

television programs, "The 
Daily Show" can be 

considered a hyponym with 

the hypernym or general term 
is "television programs" 

24 Look, I’m going to 

leave the jokes to the 

pros.  But let me 
conclude on a 

genuinely serious 

note. 

- Pros - Expert In this context, “Pros” can be 

considered a hyponym, with 

the hypernym or general terms 
is experts. In the given text, 

"pros" can be interpreted as a 

colloquial term referring to 
professionals or experts in a 



specific field, such as comedy. 

25 Roy was born in 

Bormingham [sic] — 
born in Birmingham, 

Alabama.  He 

graduated from a great 
HBCU, Florida A&M.  

(Applause.)  He 

started in journalism 

to follow in the 
footsteps of his father, 

Roy Wood Sr., who 

covered the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

- Birmingham, 

Alabama 

- Journalism 

- City 

- Media 

"Birmingham" in this context 

can be considered a hyponym 
within the broader category of 

cities or geographical 

locations. It represents a 
specific example of a city in 

America. In the given text, 

"journalism" refers to the 

specific field or profession of 
reporting news and 

information. It can be 

considered a hyponym within 
the broader category of 

"media" or "communication." 

The President mentions that 

Roy pursued a career in 
journalism, inspired by his 

father's involvement in 

covering the Civil Rights 
Movement. This indicates the 

specific domain or industry 

Roy chose to work in, which 
is journalism, within the larger 

realm of media and 

communication. 

26 It’s a story that was 
seared into our 

- Nation - Country In the given text, "nation" 
refers to a specific collective 



 

memory and our 

conscience — the 

nation’s conscience 

entity, representing the entire 

country or population which is 

The United States. Nation can 
be considered a hyponym 

within the broader category of 

"countries" or "nations" 
worldwide. The President 

suggests that the story 

mentioned has left a lasting 
impact on the memory and 

conscience of the nation, 

highlighting its significance 

and relevance to the entire 
country. 

27 The reason the world 

saw what she saw was 

because of another 
hero in this story: the 

Black press.  

(Applause.)  That’s a 
fact.  Jet Magazine, 

the Chicago Defender, 

and other Black radio 
and newspapers were 

unflinching and brave 

in making sure 

America saw what 
she saw.   

- Newspapers 

- America 

- Media 

- Country 

In the given text, "America" 

has role as a hyponymy with 

the hypernymy being 
"country" or "nation." As for 

"Newspapers," it can be seen 

as a hyponymy with the 
hypernymy, or general term is 

"media" 



28 That’s the sacred 

view, in my view.  

That’s the sacred 
charge of a free press.  

And I mean that. 

 

- Press - Journalism The term "press" refers to the 

specific entity of news 

organizations and journalists. 
It can be considered a 

hyponym within the broader 

category of "journalism 

29 You know, she was 

among the very best.  

We talked about it at 

the table.  She 
moderated my first 

debate for Vice 

President and was a 
trusted voice for 

millions of 

Americans. 

- Americans - Citizens of USA “American" refers to a 

specific nationality or 

citizenship associated with the 

United States. It represents a 
subset or specific example 

within the broader category of 

nationalities or citizenships. 

30 You all think I’m 
kidding.  I’m not.  I’m 

probably the only 

Irishman you’ve ever 
met who’s never had a 

drink in his life.  

Anyway. 

- Irishman - Eth The general term"ethnicity" is 
a hypernym of "Irishman" 

since it encompasses a 

broader category that includes 
various ethnic groups and 

nationalities.  

31 At this inflection point 
in history, let us 

commit that we’ll be a 

nation that will 
embrace light over 

- Nation (2X) - Country In the given text, "nation" 
refers to a specific collective 

entity, representing the entire 

country or population which is 
The United States. It is refers 



 

darkness, truth over 

lies, and finally, 

finally, finally restore 
the soul of the nation. 

to the country as a whole, 

representing its people, 

values, and collective identity 
emphasizes the importance of 

restoring the core values, 

unity, and overall well-being 
of the nation 



Appending 10 : Collocation 

NO STATEMENT COLLOCATION ANALYSIS 

01 Let me start on a serious note.  

Jill, Kamala, Doug, and I, and 

members of our administration 
are here to send a message to the 

country 

- Serious note  By starting with a “serious note”, the President 

intends to  communicate seriousness of the 

upcoming message or discussion. It serves as a 
signal to the audience to pay attention and 

engage with the forthcoming content on a deeper 

level. 

02 Evan went to report in Russia to 

shed light on the darkness that 

you all escaped from years ago. 

- Shed Light The act of providing information, understanding, 

or clarification about a particular subject. In the 

context of the sentence, it indicates Evan's 

objective of bringing awareness and knowledge 
to the situation in Russia through his reporting. 

03 Absolute courage.  A 

handwritten letter from prison to 
his family, Evan wrote, quote, “I 

am not losing hope.”  

(Applause.) 

- Absolute Courage In this case, "absolute courage" is used to 

emphasize the exceptional level of bravery and 
fearlessness displayed by Evan. It highlights his 

unwavering determination and resilience despite 

being in prison and facing difficult 

circumstances. 

04 We’re working every day to 

secure his release, looking at 

opportunities and tools to bring 
him home.    

- Everyday 

- Looking at 

opportunities 

"Every day" is used to emphasize the regular 

and consistent efforts being made to secure his 

release. It indicates that the work is ongoing and 
happening on a daily basis, highlighting the 

commitment and dedication of those involved in 

the process. "looking at opportunities" refers to 

actively considering and exploring potential 



 

options or chances to achieve a particular goal. 

In the context of securing Evan's release 

05 We also keep the faith for 
Austin — Austin Tice.  

(Applause.)  His mom Debra is 

here tonight.  (Applause.)  She 
knows from our several 

conversations — the 

conversations with me and my 

senior staff — we are not 

giving up. 

- Keep the faith 
- My senior staff 

- We are not giving 

up 

Keep the faith" means to maintain hope, belief, 
or trust. "My senior staff" refers to the group of 

high-ranking or senior-level employees who 

work closely with and advise the President. "We 
are not giving up" indicates a strong 

determination and resolve to persevere despite 

difficulties or setbacks.  

06 As I told you at this dinner last 

year, as I told you in the Oval 
Office, you’ve raised an 

incredible son. 

- Oval Office 

- An incredible son 

“Oval Office" refers to the office of the 

President of the United States, located in the 
White House. It represents the official and 

prestigious workspace of the President. “An 

incredible son” describes the President's 

admiration and appreciation for Debra's son, 
Austin Tice. 

07 When he was a kid, he was an 

Eagle Scout 

- Eagle Scout It indicates that Austin mentioned in the text 

attained the rank of Eagle Scout during his 
childhood. This rank is earned through 

dedication, leadership, and the completion of 

specific requirements within the scouting 

program. 

08 Austin — Austin was a fearless 

journalist and a future lawyer. 

- A future lawyer “Future lawyer” President Biden say that Austin, 

had aspirations of becoming a lawyer in the 

future. It implies that Austin had the ambition or 



intention to pursue a career in the legal field 

after his work as a journalist. 

09 As a consequence of Austin 
showing the world the cost of 

war, he’s been detained in Syria 

for nearly 11 years. 

- Cost of war “Cost of war” refers to the negative 
consequences and sacrifices associated with war. 

It implies that Austin's reporting or exposure of 

the realities of war resulted in his detention in 
Syria for almost 11 years. 

10 Evan and Austin should be 

released immediately, along 

with every other American held 

hostage or wrongfully detained 

abroad.   

- Held hostage. 

- Wrongfully 

detained 

“Held hostage” refers to individuals who are 

forcibly confined or detained against their will, 

often for political or ransom purposes. The 
"wrongfully detained" implies that individuals 

are held in custody or captivity without valid 

legal justification or in violation of their human 
rights. 

11 Paul Whelan — unjustly held 

in Russia for more than four 

years, whose brave sister I’ve 
met with and whose family has 

never quit fighting for Paul. 

- Unjustly held “Unjustly held” refers to Paul Whelan is being 

detained in Russia without fair or legal 

justification. 

12 The pain of living in limbo.  In 

a sense, it’s almost worse than 

the pain of having lost a child 

and looking at that empty chair.  

The stress of not knowing.  
The sorrow of uncertainty. 

- The pain of living 

in limbo 
- The pain of 

having lost a 

child. 
- The stress of not 

knowing 

- The sorrow of 

“The pain of living in limbo” refers to the 

emotional and psychological distress of being in 
a state of uncertainty and not knowing what the 

future holds. 

“The pain of having lost a child" signifies the 
deep emotional anguish experienced by someone 

who has suffered the loss of their child. 

“The stress of not knowing” highlights the 



 

uncertainty anxiety and strain caused by being in a state of 

uncertainty and lacking information or clarity. 

“The sorrow of uncertainty” emphasizes the 
sadness and grief associated with not having 

definite answers or a clear path forward. 

13 As a nation, we’ll never give up 
on hope.  Things can get better.  

Things can turn.  Things can 

change. 

 

- Get better President mention that thing will signifies the 
possibility and potential for improvement and 

positive change. 

14 Brittney — where you are, kid?  

Stand up.  Come on.  

(Applause.)  I love this woman.  
Love you, Brittney 

- Stand up 

- Come on 

"stand up" is used as an expression to request 

someone to rise from their seated position which 

the person is Brittney, typically to be 
acknowledged or recognized by the audience or 

group. 

15 For example, the State 

Department added the threat of 
detention as a new risk indicator 

to its travel advisories to go 

along with the threat of 
kidnapping to warn Americans 

where these threats are highest 

abroad. 

- The State 

Department 

"State Department" refers to the specific 

government department responsible for handling 
foreign affairs and diplomatic matters for the 

United States.  

16 I also recently signed an 

executive order increasing the 

consequences for criminal 

groups and terrorists who 

- An executive 
order 

- Criminal groups 

- Terrorists 

"An executive order" refers to a directive issued 
by the President which carries the force of law 

and allows for the implementation of specific 

policies or regulations. "Criminal groups" refers 



engage in the appalling practice 

of treating human beings as 

bargaining chips, political 

pawns. 

- Bargaining chips 

- Political pawns 

to organized groups involved in criminal 

activities, often characterized by structured 

hierarchies and engaged in various illegal 
pursuits. "Terrorists" refers to individuals or 

groups who employ violence, intimidation, or 

other forms of coercion to instill fear and 
advance political, ideological, or religious 

agendas. "Bargaining chips" implies treating 

human beings as objects or assets to be used in 
negotiations, typically for personal or strategic 

gain. "Political pawns" refers to individuals who 

are used or manipulated by others for political 

purposes. 

17 And this is not hyperbole: You 

make it possible — you make it 

possible for ordinary citizens to 

question authority — and, yes, 
even to laugh at authority — 

without fear or intimidation. 

- Ordinary Citizens By using the term "ordinary citizens," the 

speaker emphasizes the importance of the 

general population in shaping and participating 

in democratic processes. It suggests that the 
power to question authority, express opinions, 

and participate in civic activities belongs to all 

individuals, regardless of their social status or 
position. 

18 In a lot of ways, this dinner 

sums up my first two years in 

office.  (Laughter.)  I’ll talk for 
10 minutes, take zero questions, 

and cheerfully walk away.   

Yeah, I know, I just announced 

my reelection campaign 

- Walk away 

- My reelection 

campaign 

"Walk away" suggests a casual and light-hearted 

approach to ending the speech or engagement, 

possibly with a touch of humour. The mention of 
"my re-election campaign" indicates the 

President's focus on his own candidacy for 

another term, highlighting his political ambitions 
and plans for the future. 



 

19 And everyone — by “everyone” 

I mean the New York Times.  

(Laughter.)  Headline: “Biden’s 
advanced age is a big issue.  

Trump’s, however, is not.”   

- Advanced age  

- Big issue 

These collocations convey a specific message 

within the context of the text. The mention of 

"advanced age" emphasizes President Biden’s 
age as a notable factor, while the phrase "big 

issue" suggests that this age is seen as a matter 

of significance or debate. 

20 This dinner is one of the two 

great traditions in Washington.  

The other one is underestimating 

me and Kamala.  (Applause.) 

- Great traditions 

 

The collocation "great traditions" highlights the 

importance and significance of the dinner as a 

longstanding custom or practice in Washington. 

It emphasizes the value placed on this event and 
its role within the broader context of Washington 

traditions. 

21 Vaccinated the nation.  
Transformed the economy.  

Earned historic legislative 

victories and midterm results. 

- Vaccinated the 
nation 

- Transformed the 

economy 

"Vaccinated the nation" refers to the act of 
President Biden and his administration, 

administering vaccines to a large portion of the 

population, indicating a successful effort to 

protect the nation  "Transformed the economy" 
President Biden mention to suggests a 

significant and positive change or improvement 

in the overall economic conditions, indicating a 
successful effort to bring about economic 

growth, development, or restructuring. 

22 THE PRESIDENT:  What are 

you wooing about like that?  
(Laughter.)  Like you think 

that’s not reasonable?  Give me 

a break.  (Laughter.)  Just give 
me a break. 

- Give me a break "Give me a break" is an idiomatic expression by 

President Biden used to express disbelief, 
frustration, or a request for relief from a 

situation or argument.  



 

23 The Speaker is trying to claim a 

big win this week, but the last 
time Republicans voted on 

something this — that hapless, it 

took 15 tries.   

- Big win "Big win" refers to a significant or notable 

victory or success. It implies that the Speaker is 
attempting to portray the recent event or 

achievement as highly significant and positive. 

24 A President being offered hush 
money.  (Laughter and 

applause.) 

- Hush money  Hush money" refers to a payment or bribe given 
by Roy to President Biden in exchange for keep 

it under 10 minutes for his speech. 

25 Last year, your favorite Fox 
News reporters were able to 

attend because they were fully 

vaccinated and boosted. 

- Vaccinated and 
boosted 

Combination of two words that are frequently 
used together to refer to individuals who have 

received both the initial vaccination and the 

booster shot which is the Fox News Reporters. 

26 During Black History Month 
this year, I hosted the screening 

of the movie “Till.”  (Applause.)  

The story of Emmett Till and his 
mother is a story of a family’s 

promise and loss and a nation’s 

reckoning with hate, violence, 

and the abuse of power. 

- The abuse of 
power 

"The abuse of power" is a collocation that refers 
to the misuse, exploitation, or wrongful exercise 

of authority or influence by individuals or 

institutions. It implies actions or behaviors that 
go beyond the appropriate or ethical use of 

power, often resulting in harm, injustice, or 

violation of rights. Emmett Till and his mother 

involves a recognition of how power can be 
misused or wielded unjustly, contributing to the 

narrative of their experience and the broader 

societal issues being addressed. 

27 It’s a story that was seared into 

our memory and our conscience 

— the nation’s conscience — 

- The nation’s 

conscience 

- Open casket 

"The nation's conscience" refers to the moral and 

ethical awareness of the nation as a whole. It 

suggests that the story of Emmett Till and the 



 

when Mrs. Till insisted that an 

open casket for her murdered 

and maimed 14-year-old son be 
the means by which he was 

transported.  She said, “Let the 

people see what I’ve seen.” 

actions of Mamie Till-Mobley in displaying the 

open casket were significant in awakening the 

collective conscience of the nation, causing 
people to confront and reflect on the issues of 

hate, violence, and racial injustice. "Open 

casket" refers to the decision to have the casket 
open during the funeral, allowing the public to 

see the body of Emmett Till and witness the 

horrific impact of his murder.  

28 That’s the sacred view, in my 
view.  That’s the sacred charge 

of a free press.  And I mean that. 

- The sacred view 
- The sacred charge 

Both "the sacred view" and "the sacred charge" 
are collocations in the given text. They are used 

to emphasize the significance and reverence 

associated with a particular viewpoint or 
responsibility. "The sacred view" refers to the 

perspective or perception that is considered 

deeply important and deserving of respect. "The 

sacred charge" refers to the solemn duty or 
responsibility that is regarded as significant and 

deserving of utmost dedication and commitment. 

29 You know, she was among the 

very best.  We talked about it at 

the table.  She moderated my 

first debate for Vice President 

and was a trusted voice for 
millions of Americans. 

- Among the very 
best 

- Vice President 

- A trusted voice 

"Among the very best" implies that Gwen being 
referred to is considered one of the top or most 

exceptional individuals in a particular category 

or field. "Trusted voice" suggests that Gwen is 

reliable, respected, and relied upon for their 
opinions and perspectives.  

30 Lies told for profit and power.  

Lies of conspiracy and malice 
repeated over and over again, 

- A cycle of anger 

- Stripped away 

"A cycle of anger" refers to a recurring pattern 

or sequence of intense and hostile emotions. 
"Stripped away" suggests the removal or loss of 



 

 

designed to generate a cycle of 

anger, hate, and even violence.  

A cycle that emboldens history 
to be buried, books to be 

banned, children and families to 

be attacked by the state, and the 
rule of law and our rights and 

freedoms to be stripped away. 

something, often in a gradual or deliberate 

manner.  

 At this inflection point in 

history, let us commit that we’ll 
be a nation that will embrace 

light over darkness, truth over 

lies, and finally, finally, finally 
restore the soul of the nation. 

- Inflection point in 

history 
- The soul of the 

nation 

"Inflection point in history" refers to a critical 

moment or turning point in the course of history 
where significant changes or shifts are expected. 

"Restore the soul of the nation" conveys the idea 

of revitalizing the fundamental values, 
principles, and collective spirit of the country. 
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