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ABSTRACT

This study deals with searches for the meaning of life experienced by the
unnamed main character in Sarah Pinborough’s The Language of Dying. Effort to
pursue the meaning of human’s life is called an essence as a human being. The
writer is interested to analyze the novel because it represents how humans
experience an existential crisis which makes them to questioning what the meaning
of their life is, and how humans search the meaning of their life. The objective of the
study is to find out the meaning of the main character’s life and how the main
character searches for the meaning of her life. The writer uses qualitative research
method for the rescarch process and Jean-Paul Sartre™s theory of existentialism
which states that in order to discover the meaning of life, humans are free to do
anything once they were born to this world, but they have to be responsible to their
own actions and decisions. In short, it is based on the human’s existence.
Philosophical approach is also used for the research. From the research, the writer
found that the main character searches for the meaning of life by choosing every
decision in different situation throughout her life until she finally discovers the
meaning of her life which is the idea of atheistic existentialism. Through the process
of searching for the meaning of her life she experience several components of
existential crisis, she finally understands that the true meaning of her life is to be
free or freedom.

Keywords: existentialism, meaning of life, character, atheistic existentialism,
existential crisis
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