
AMY’S PSYCHOPATHY IN GILLIAN FLYNN’S GONE GIRL 

 

 

A THESIS 

 

Presented in a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for  

 Completing the Sarjana Degree in Department 

 of English              Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

DYAH AYU MARGAWATI 

1611700055 

 

 

 

 

 

FAKULTAS ILMU BUDAYA 

UNIVERSITAS 17 AGUSTUS 1945 SURABAYA 

2022 



 

i 

 

  



 

ii 

 

 



UNIVERSITAS
17 AGUSTUS 1945

LEMBAR PERNYATAAN
(ARYA ILMIAH UNTUK

BADAN Pf,RPUS'TA(AAN

PERSETUJUAN PUBLIXASI
KEPENT'NGAN AKADEIIIIS

Sebagai C Mtas Akademik U.ivorsilas 17 Agustus 1S45 Surabaya, say6
yanq benanda tarcan dibawah ini:

NB'NPM

Oemi pei(embanqan ilmu pengeiahuan, sya menyetujui untuk
membenkan kepada Badan PeDustakaan Univercilas 17 Agustus 1945

Surabaya lral BeDrs Royara, NoD.,6t6ir (Non*ctusita Royary-Fr@
Fighr, aras karya saya r€ng beiudul:

.. .4.\- -f ..s......Ps-...n-c l4l i................ i : 
r{ I i ;i I A ;

t-!l Fd I CoH! (or !1-

Dengan Hak Bebas Royalil Nonekslusll (l/onercrus,v. Royr,ry - Free
Rigrrl), Bada. Perpuslakaan Universilas 17 Agustus 1945 Surabaya bei.ak
menyrmpan, monqaihkan m6dia atau mamfomalkan, mengolah dalam
b€nluk pangkalan data (dalabase), merawal, mempublikasikan k6rya llmiah
saya selama lelap tercanlum

DibJald u11F"9"...
Pada tanaaal ........ i.qr.:..91:...+9+:.... ........ ... ....

D*t ar" \n



SIJRAT PERNYATAAN

Ymg b.fta.da tdg6 di howalt ini :

D€nge id nqyalstu b€Im skiFsi sya dded judul

AMY'S PSYCHOPATEI IN GILLIAN FLINN'S GON' CtX'

BelM penah diajul@ utuk ndPercleh selr MjM alau 8e,&.kademjs
lainnya di sn*u pdguj@ tinegi dfl Ppejeg pdgeiahus sya jlea lidak
mengudug karlE atau yde Fman diirnis slau dile.bite oEns lain, k4lali
yas di&u dm disbutkq dalm <hi8 PBlaka
B md di kmudim hdi dn€nukd lcddals6uia dengo p€mvat e ini
maka $ya h.6.<na diturfiur dn ditM6 esui densd ke16tu )sg

Demikie pem)dt 6 ini dibul dense suggulnya de sebe@-bemya.

NBI

s@baya, I9 raBi 20,



 

v 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

First, I would like to thank Allah SWT for blessing me with health during the 

process of finishing this thesis. Thank you for giving me strength and patience in 

doing this thesis. 

Second, I would like to say to my supervisor Adeline Grace Marianne Litaay, 

S.S., M.Pd. ( Mam Grace) who has really helped me to complete this thesis. 

Third, I would like to thank my family, grandmother, mother, father, brother, 

sister,and aunt who always ask when I will graduate. Alhamdulillah, thanks for all your 

prayers and encouragement. 

Deep thanks to my best friend, my partner from the beginning of my study to 

the end, Isma Dwi Suminar. 

My boarding house landlady and mates who always reminds me of my duties, 

health, diet, and bedtime: Romla, Wida, and Ika, thank you very much for being my 

second family. Thank you to my boyfriend Fendy Hermawan who always supports me, 

sends food and is ready to accompany me 24/7. 

To my good friends from high school: Bagas and Jesica, thank you very much 

for the support. 

 

 

 

Surabaya, 19 January 2022 

 

 

 

Dyah Ayu Margawati 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

vi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

APPROVAL SHEET I .................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL SHEET II .................................................................................. ii 

SURAT PERNYATAAN ............................................................................... iii 

LEMBAR PUBLIKASI ................................................................................. iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................. v 

TABLE OF CONTENT ................................................................................ vi 

ABSTRACT ................................................................................................. viii 

 

CHAPTER I .................................................................................................... 1 

INTRODUCTION .......................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study ....................................................................... 1 

1.2 Statement of the Problems ..................................................................... 1 

1.3 Objectives of the Study .......................................................................... 2 

1.4 Scope and Limitation ............................................................................. 2 

1.5 Significance of study ............................................................................. 2 

1.6 Organization of the Study ...................................................................... 2 

 

CHAPTER II .................................................................................................. 3 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ................................................... 3 

2.1 Review of Previous Study...................................................................... 3 

2.2 Theoretical Review ................................................................................ 3 

2.2.1 Psycopathy Theory ....................................................................... 3 

2.2.2 Freud’s Personality Theory........................................................... 6 

 

CHAPTER III ................................................................................................. 7 

RESEARCH METHOD ................................................................................. 7 

3.1 Literary Approach .................................................................................. 7 

3.2 Research Design .................................................................................... 7 

3.3 Research Instrument .............................................................................. 7 

3.4 Data Source ............................................................................................ 8 

3.5 Data Collection ...................................................................................... 8 

3.6 Data Analysis ......................................................................................... 8 

 

CHAPTER IV ................................................................................................. 9 

ANALYSIS ...................................................................................................... 9 

4.1 Amy’s Psycopathy in Gillian Flynn’s Gone Girl ................................... 9 



 

vii 

 

4.2 The Impacts of Amy’s Psychopathy in Gillian Flynn’s Gone Girl ...... 15 

4.2.1 Hilary Handi’s Distress ............................................................... 16 

4.2.2 Character Assassination of Tommy ............................................ 16 

4.2.3 Desi Died Killed ......................................................................... 17 

4.2.4 Jacqueline Separation From Desi ............................................... 17 

4.2.5 Public Deception ......................................................................... 18 

4.2.6 Imprisonment of Nick Dunne ..................................................... 19 

4.2.7 Amy’s Cheating on Nick Dunne ................................................ 20 

4.2.8 Nick Dunne’s Regret .................................................................. 20 

4.2.9 Rand Elliot’s Losing Amy ........................................................... 21 

4.2.10 Margo’s Distrust on Nick Dunne .............................................. 21 

4.2.11 Amy’s Parents’ Disappointment ............................................... 22 

4.3 How Nick Dunne Deals with Amy’s Psychopathy in Gillian Flynn’s  

Gone Girl .............................................................................................. 23 

 

CHAPTER V ................................................................................................. 25 

CONCLUSION ............................................................................................. 25 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ......................................................................................... 27 

APPENDICES 

1. Synopsis of Gone Girl 

2. Author’s Biography 

 

 

  



 

viii 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study discusses the psychopathic behavior of Amy the main character in 

Gillian Flynn's Gone Girl Novel. This study aims to describe the psychopathic 

behavior, the impacts on the people closest to the psychopathic character, and how the 

husband of the main character as the closest person deals with the psychopathic 

behaviors of the main character. The research data are taken from the novel Gone 

Girl. The data were clarified using psychopathy theory. This study uses descriptive 

qualitative method. The research findings show that there are five psychopathic 

behaviors shown in the main character, namely: manipulating, lack of remorse, low 

anxiety levels, lack of empathy, and cheating and lying. The second is the impacts of 

psychopathic behavior on those closest to them, namely: Hilary Handi’s distress, 

character assassination of Tommy, the murder of Desi, Jacqueline separation from 

Desi, public deception, imprisonment of Nick Dunne, Amy’s cheating on Nick 

Dunne, Nick Dunne’s regret, Rand Elliot’s losing Amy, Margo’s Distrust on Nick 

Dunne, Amy’s parent’s disappointment. Third, the study also reveals that the husband 

of the psychopathic character deals with her psychopathic behaviors by admitting to 

the public about his betrayal and apologizing for all his bad treatment to Amy so that 

Amy forgives and comes back. 

 

Keywords : Psychopath, psychopathic behavior, impacts of psychopathic  

    behavior. 
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