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ABSTRACT 

 

This research discusses about sexuality disguise experienced by Russell in 

Brent Hartinger’s Geography Club. Russel Middlebrook, the main character, is 

portrayed as a sophomore High School student in the novel. The research aims to 

describe the heteronormative pressure experienced by Russell throughout his High 

School era as a gay student. The research utilizes qualitative research due to the fact 

that it provides understanding into the problem being studied by deriving meanings 

from the data of the research. Moreover, this research applies extrinsic approach. 

The extrinsic approach applied is queer criticism. The data source of this research is 

Geography Club novel by Brent Hartinger. The research shows that heteronormative 

pressure experienced by Russell makes him decide to hide his true sexual identity. 

He has several reasons why he has to hide his true sexual identity i.e. afraid of being 

rejected by his pareents, close friends, and school friends, heteronormative pressure, 

and afraid of bullying and harrasment. Russel hides his true sexual identity by 

joining a baseball team  and dating a girl. To be able to express his gay identity, 

Russels looks for other non-heterosexual people to find a support system and create 

a secret gay club called Geography Club.  

Keywords: sexuality, disguise, queer criticism 

 


