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ABSTRACT 

 

 

This study is about toxic masculinity reflected in Nadia Hashimi’s The Pearl 

That Broke Its Shell. The objective of the study is to describe toxic masculinity 

traits based on the theory of toxic masculinity by Terry A. Kupers. The writer 

uses qualitative method in conducting this study. The writer focuses on the 

written data in the form of language from the novel that are related to the topic 

of toxic masculinity. The writer uses the extrinsic approach in which the literary 

work is analyzed through feminist literary approach. Beginning from a position 

that sees masculinity as socially constructed idea in patriarchal culture, this 

study works through the idea that hegemonic masculinity under patriarchy can 

turn toxic. There is a connection between toxic masculinity and hegemonic 

masculinity beacause toxic masculinity deviates from hegemonic masculinity 

aspects that are destructive. There are many toxic masculinity traits that can be 

found in the society. However, the writer limits two traits that are found in the 

novel. The most prominent traits that can be found in the novel are subordination 

of women and violence. The effect of the idea of subordination of women can be 

harmful to woman because it puts them in inferior position. This idea also 

harmful to men as well when they could not meet the society’s expectation of 

being “real” men. Toxic masculinity also has the belief that in order to prove 

their manhood, men have to be able to act violently. From that idea, some 

characters in the novel perform violence because they want to fit the society’s 

expectation of being “real” man. The conclusion of this study is that the idea 

toxic masculinity potrayed in the novel is harmful to men and women. 
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