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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

3.1  Research Approach 

 

 This study applies the psychological approach is a unique form of criticism 

in that it draws upon psychological theories in its interpretation of a text. Linking 

the psychological and literary worlds bring a kind of scientific aspect into literary 

criticism. The psychological approach was applied in this study because this 

research focused on Mrs. Arbuthnot becomes a single mother with a dark past in 

Oscar Wilde's A Woman of No Importance. 

3.2  Research Design 

 

According to (Bogdan and Taylor, 1975:5), qualitative research is a research 

procedure which produce descriptive data such as written words or verbal 

expression comes from people and their behavior that have been observed. 

Qualitative research serves the data in the form of word, not in the form of  

number, graphic, statistic or other quantitative forms. 

In this study, the author uses a qualitative descriptive method to find the 

motives of Mrs. Arbuthnot’s struggle and how Mrs. Arbuthnot’s struggles in 

Oscar Wilde's A Woman of No Importance. The qualitative method is applied 

because there is a description of the data from the text of the drama by Oscar 

Wilde. The writer uses statements and events in the drama text that are related to 

the problem. 

3.3  Source of The Data 

 

The data for this research is taken from drama text by Oscar Wilde which 

consists of four acts. Another data source is some books which are relevant to the 

drama text analysis. Those books are used as reference in answering the research 

problems. 



7 

 

 

3.4  Research Instrument 

 

The main instrument in this research is the writer herself because all of the 

data collections are done without any other equipment such as recorder or 

questioner. The writer reads the whole story of A Woman of No Importance by 

Oscar Wilde then analyze the problem and characteristics of Mrs. Arbuthnot 

struggle in Oscar Wilde’s A Woman of No Importance. 

3.5  Data Collection 

 

In collecting the data, some steps are conducted. The first step is choosing the 

drama text and read it for several times. This is meant to understand the story and 

to find out some interesting topics which could be analyzed. The writer takes some 

notes and highlighted some parts which are considered important and probably 

can be used to support the analysis. The second step is starting the research 

problem. The next step is gathering data to get information which can be used in 

the analysis.  

 

      3.6  Data Analysis Procedure 

The data analysis for this research is started by identifying character's deeds 

and behaviors. Then, the data are classified using the psychological approach. 

Then, the writer interprets and explores the data deeply according to the writer's 

opinion or argument with investigating then adjusting and conforming with some 

references and experts arguments. The final step is to draw conclusion on how 

Mrs. Arbuthnot’s struggle in Oscar Wilde’s A Woman of No Importance and 

evaluating the conclusion using the theory of psychological approach.  


