












 
 

vii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

First of all, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the almighty 

God, Allah SWT and the great prophet Muhammad SAW who have given me 

grace and blessings, so that the process of working on this thesis can be 

completed. A gratefulness are dedicated to Drs. Danu Wahyono, M. Hum, as the 

Dean of University of 17 Agustus 1945 Surabaya. I would like to say thank you 

to AmbarAndayani, S.S., M.Pd as my advisor, who also took her time and 

guided me when studying in the English Department and especially when I was 

writing this thesis. My thanks also directed for all lecturers in English 

Department Faculty of Letter, University of 17 Agustus 1945 Surabaya who 

have giving me very important knowledge. 

The most special thanks are dedicated to my beloved parents, my father 

Muhammad Zaeni, and my mother Fina Armida Desiana, who endlessly gave 

me love, support, as well as their prayers that never broke up for me and to my 

beloved younger brother and younger sister, Filza Sentosa and Sarah Rose 

Fannisa, for the attention and support in completing this thesis.  

Last but not least, I would also like to say many thanks to my beloved 

Monica Alivia Hani Pratiwi who has loved me and there is no end to support me. 

Of course my close friends too, Pungky, Zainul, Arwan, Mentari, Vany, Ulfa, 

Eko, who have been like my own family from the beginning of the semester 

until the end of this semester. 

. 

 

         

  



 
 

viii 

 

  



 
 

ix 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
APPROVAL SHEET I ........................................................................................ i 

APROVAL SHEET II ....................................................................................... iii 

SURAT PERNYATAAN .................................................................................... v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................. ix 

ABSTRACT ....................................................................................................... xi 

CHAPTER I ....................................................................................................... 13 

INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................. 13 

1.1 Background of the Study ................................................................. 13 

1.2 Statement of the problem ................................................................ 14 

1.3 Objective of the study ...................................................................... 15 

1.4 Scope and Limitation ....................................................................... 15 

1.5 Significance of the study .................................................................. 15 

1.6  Organization of the study ................................................................ 15 

CHAPTER II ..................................................................................................... 17 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ...................................................... 17 

2.1 Review of Previous Study ................................................................ 17 

2.2 Theoretical Framework ................................................................... 18 

2.2.1 Racism ........................................................................................ 19 

2.2.2 Racial Discrimination ............................................................... 19 

2.3 Sociological Theory .......................................................................... 20 

2.4 Historical Background ..................................................................... 21 

2.5  Literary Theory ................................................................................ 23 

CHAPTER III .................................................................................................... 25 

RESEARCH METHOD ................................................................................... 25 

3.1  Literary approach ........................................................................... 25 



 
 

x 

 

3.2 Research Design ............................................................................... 25 

3.3  Data Source ...................................................................................... 26 

3.4  Research Technique ........................................................................ 26 

3.4.1  Instrument Data Collection ..................................................... 26 

3.4.2 Data Collection Procedure ....................................................... 26 

3.4.3  Data Analysis Procedure .......................................................... 26 

CHAPTER IV ................................................................................................... 27 

ANALYSIS ........................................................................................................ 27 

4.1 The Basis of Racial Discrimination in Masaji Ishikawa’s A River In 

Darkness ....................................................................................................... 27 

4.1.1 Ethnic ................................................................................................ 28 

4.1.2 Social-Class Membership ................................................................ 32 

4.2 Types of Racial  Discrimination ..................................................... 36 

4.2.1 Direct Discrimination ...................................................................... 36 

4.2.2 Indirect Discrimination ................................................................... 42 

CHAPTER V ..................................................................................................... 45 

CONCLUSION ................................................................................................. 45 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................. 47 

APPENDIX I ..................................................................................................... 51 

BIOGRAPHY OF MASAJI ISHIKAWA ................................................. 51 

APPENDIX II ................................................................................................... 53 

SYNOPSIS OF A RIVER IN DARKNESS ................................................. 53 

 

  



 
 

xi 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This thesis entitled RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN MASAJI 

ISHIKAWA'S "A RIVER IN DARKNESS" is a study about social life of  

Japanese people who live in North Korea and face racial discrimination depicted 

through the story and characters in this novel. There are two questions to be 

answered in this research: The basis of Racial Discrimination that occurs in the 

novel and The types of discrimination experienced by Masajias the main 

character of stories. The aims of this research is to analyze the basis and types of 

racial discrimination reflected in the novel through the main character in North 

Korea. The writer uses theories from Theodorson (1979) and Pettigrew (2016)to 

describe how the racial discrimination happens to Japanese people who emigrate 

to North Korea. This research uses descriptive method, with extrinsic 

approaches are applied in this research. The result shows that first, 

discrimination has given a big impact to Japanese people in North Korea who 

face endless social discrimination and oppression. Second, there are types of 

direct and indirect discrimination which limit the scope of work, residence and 

facilities against Masaji and imigrants as a minority who live in North Korea. 

Keywords :  Racial Discrimination, Immigrant, Majority Group, Minority 

Group 
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